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CAPEL"S BEST - Sturt: Lewis, Snelling,
Emmett, Coomblas, Voss, Crowden,
Becker. Glenelg: Allen, Proud, J.
Lyons, Bell, C. Lyons.
GOALS - Sturt: Emmett 2, Conforti,

Fahey-Sparks, Perez, McFadyen, Hone, §

Lewis, Crowden, Voss. Glenelg: Allen,
Hosle 3, Bailey, Chandler, Ramm.
INJURIES - Sturt: Grivell (ankle),
Carey (shoulder).

CROWD - 3590 at Thomas Farms Oval.

Andrew Capel

A “gritty” Sturt has stamped
itself as the biggest
challenger to Glenelg's
SANFL crown, coming from
behind late in the final
quarter towin a thrilling
contest by eight points at
Unley Oval on Sunday.

After leading for most of
the day, the Blues fell six
points behind entering time-
oninthe last term after giant
Tigers teenager Harrison
Ramm, playing Just his fourth
league game, marked
strongly and kicked his first
goal from 30m. But Sturt
coach Martin Mattner's side
displayed its character by
digging deepin the last five
minutes to kick 2.2 without
reply to maintain its unbeaten
start to the season and be
clear on top of the table.

“We were really
challenged in the last quarter
andto be able to fight back
and winwas really
impressive,” delighted
Mattner said. “l chatted with
the boys about it after the

Sturt ruckman Amos
Doyle looks to fire
out a handball
despite the fierce
tackle of Glenelg's
Cam McGree in the
thriller on Sunday at
Unley. Picture: David
Mariuz/SANFL

‘Gritty’ Sturt
storms home

showed really good grit.

“We were down acouple
of rotations on the bench
bacause Oliver Grivell {ankle)
got injured early, Henry Carey
did his shoulder and Flynn
Perez copped a bad knock, so
we were virtually down to
one rotation halfway through
the last quarter.

“So from that point of view
itwas a really good win, as
far as being challenged,
playing a quality side and
having to fight like we did in
theend in what was adamn
good game of footy.”

In the first meeting
between the clubs since
Glenelg knocked Sturt out of
last year's flag raceinthe
first semi-final, the Double
Blues passed their biggest
test of the season with flying
colours to move to 5-0.

They were in control for
much of the game after the
Tigers —hurt by the late
withdrawal of star captain
Liam McBean (ankle), who
was sidelined for the second
consecutive week — won the

toss and kicked with a four-
goal wind but failed to make
the most of their early
chances. Sturt did well to
kick 2.3 into the wind to trail
by only 12 points at quarter-
time and it seized control in
the second term, kicking five
unanswered goalstolead by
17 points at the long break.
The Blues convincingly
won the inside-50 count 55-
37 after standout games
from midfielders Tom Lewis
and Will Snelling, while hard-
as-nails utility Tom Emmett

Fourontrot, now Eagles

Val Migliaccio

Woodville-West Torrens
made it four wins in a row by
beating Port Adelaide by 25
points at Woodville on
Saturday, then set its sights
onreigning back-to-back
premier Glenelg.

Eagles coach Sam Jacobs
was ecstatic with his side’s
strong win against a resilient
young Magpies sideand can
see first-hand next week if

his teamis the real deal when

it tackles the Tigers away
from home.

. I.]

0l 4.1
13.4 5.11
145 | 8.20

68

ARMSTRONG'S BEST - Adelaide:
McAndrew, Schoenberg, Murphy, Sholl,
Jones, Drury, Pedlar, Burgess. Norwood:

Rokahr, Seymour, Binder, F Heard,
Twelftree, Kennerley, Hamilton.
GOALS - Adelaide: Burgess, Pedlar, 4,
Drury 3, Murphy 2, Cook. Morwood: Newton

3, Binder 2, Rokahr, Hamilton, Callow.
CROWD - 1815 at Centenary Oval, Pt Lincoln

ADELAIDE V NORWOOD
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BARRETT'S BEST - West: Ryan,
Kennedy, Delahunty, Park, Patterson,

eye Tigers

i

EAGLES V PORT

BEST - Eagles: Rowe, Mutch,
Ballenden, Beattie, Cooke, Sinor. Port:
Whitlock, Atkins, Burton, McLennan.
GOALS - Eagles: Hasting 3,
Sladojevic, Ballenden 2, Nicholls,
Beattie, McKay, Hayes, Barkla, Port:
Whitlock 3, Jackson 2, Linke, Charleson.
UMPIRES - Kelly, Hughes, Ventura.
CROWD - 960 at Maughan Thiem Kia
Stadium, Woodville.

CENTRAL V 50UTH

BEST - Central: Dittmar, Liddy,
brace, Montgomerie, Kendall,
Pudney, Gasper. South: Northam,
leffries, Fitt, Bogle, Magor.
GOALS - Central: Grace 4, Dittmar
3, Lochowiak, Gasper, Lange Z.
South: Fitt 2, Jeffries, Magor, Lowe.
UMPIRES - Klemm, Morgan, Thiel.
CROWD -1269 at X Convenience
Oval, Elizabeth.

HOSTPLUS RESERVES

STURT i1 1.5
GLEMELG L3

88 1111 (77}

1.9 5.11 812 (&0)

Goals: Stwrt: K McEntee 4 6 Paylic  J Maher 2 L Slade
L Burrows J Thigke. Glenelg: O Scott 3 H Brokensha B
Browm F Pickering W Stockman J Walkes.

game and they thought it

Round 5 SANFL Snapshot

by Zac Milbank

sanfl.com.au
Sturt had all the answers to
Glenelg’s questions as it

maintained poise late in a
tight tussle to win by just
eight points at Thomas Farms
Oval.

First-year Tiger Harry Ramm
calmly put his team in front
nearing time-on of the final term
but this only seemed to spur the
Double Blues into action, the
hosts maintaining their
unblemished record at the top of
the table.

Rebounding Sturt defender Casey
Voss let fly from long range to tie

final goal of the game in the 23rd
minute.

It was symbolic of the arm-
wrestle for much of the day, with
Marty Mattner's men holding the
visitors at bay after booting the
only five goals of the second
stanza to establish a 17-point
buffer at half-time.

Sturt had 18 more inside 50
entries which only translated into
three more scoring shots but
crucially, were able to keep the
clamps on the Bays' ball
movement as they also missed
the presence of skipper Liam

up the scores just over a minute McBean (ankle) and Luke
later before bullocking Blues Partington (hamstring).

midfielder Mitch Crowden muscled  Still  without captain  James
his way through traffic to snap the Battersby (knee), Sturt also
Reeva’s Round 5§ Match Wrap

Thomas Farms Oval, Sunday 4th May, 2:10pm

Sturt 2.3 55 8.8 10.13 73
Glenelg 4.3 4.6 6.9 9.11 65

Goals: L. Hosie 3, M. Allen 3, D. Bailey 1,

W. Chandler 1, H. Ramm 1

Most Disposals:
C. Lyons 18,

Our Round 5 contest with Sturt
always promised to be a cracking
contest and while a strong swirly
wind made conditions a little
tricky at times, the game certainly
delivered for the crowd there to
watch 2 really good teams.

While it's disappointing not to get
the win, and frustrating that we
didn't play our best footy for large
parts of the game, there are still
some positives to takeaway and a
few things to keep finding
improvement in.

Qur first 5 rounds have thrown up
some high-guality opposition and
we expect each week to have
teams really coming after us in all
aspects. It is certainly a challenge
our playing group are up for and
embracing so it's about looking at
areas to keep our game flowing.
Sturt have been and continue to
be as good as anyone that we
come up against and that is even

M. Allen 23, J. Lyons 21, M. Proud 21,
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battled through the encounter
with one less rotation when
forward Oliver Grivell (ankle) was
sidelined early in the first term.
Tom Lewis was a strong presence
in the centre square for the
Double Blues with 26 disposals,
five clearances, nine tackles and a
goal, as he was in the thick of the
second quarter surge.

Magarey Medallist Will Snelling
had 29 disposals and 10

clearances while Will Coomblas
and Casey Voss were rocks in
16
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defence for Sturt with

C. Gerloff 17, J. Bell 16, C. McLeod 14, P. Parnell 14

more a factor when you play them
at their home ground. The
conditions meant it was important
to capitalise when vyou were
favoured, while we did a lot pretty
well for most part in the first
quarter, we did miss some good
scoring opportunities, and also
allowed a couple of goals against
that didnt help. In the second
quarter, Sturt made good use of
the conditions and had us under
pressure and scrambling for the
most part. We had our chances to
score through that period also but
were not able to finish those
opportunities. In these types of
games when you are chasing from
behind, there is a tendency to
overdo — we felt that was the case
in the third quarter when again
we were doing a lot well without
great reward. A late goal against
was not ideal and left us with a lot
of work in the last period.

Our last quarter was strong and
we felt that we had some flow
and energy back in our ball
movement which is an area we
are really focused on. Some really
strong footy allowed us to get in
front in the game with five
minutes left to play. As the game
had played out, Sturt had been
able to win more of the big
moments over the day and were
just a little sharper when it
mattered — credit to them for their
last five minutes, they deserved to
win the game.

Our Reserves group probably
mirrored our game, with a
number of scoring opportunities
missed in the first half, that had
them always chasing the game.
Credit to them as they stuck to
the task and kept toiling away
right until the end. They have
played really strong over the first
part of the season, and will

Glenelg's Matt Allen celebrates one of his three goals. Picture — David Mariuz

disposals each.

Sturts Tom Emmett was his
team’s only multiple goal kicker as
nine Double Blues joined the goal
kickers' list.

Glenelg continued to hang around
within striking distance as Matt
Allen was superb with three goals

to go with his 20 disposals and
nine marks.

Star Tiger recruit Jarryd Lyons
and defender Max Proud also had
20 disposals while Lachie Hosie
booted three goals for the visitors.
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continue to take away good
learnings week after week coming
up against good opposition.

The competition doesnt get any
easier as we head into Round 6
on Mother's Day back at
Stratarama  Stadium  against
Woodville West Torrens, who are
playing as well as anyone at the
moment. We will be looking to
find some improvement in all
aspects, and we look forward to
the challenge that awaits us.

Best Players -
1. M Allen

2. C Gerloff

3. M Proud

4. O Adams

5. A Martini

Go the Bays
Darren Reeves
SENIOR COACH



