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Cometh the hour, cometh the
marn.

When his side desperately
needed something special, star
Glenelg captain Liam McBean
rose to the occasion at the Bay
on Saturday.

The gun key forward and
triple Ken Farmer Medallist
produced his best perform-
ance of the year to inspire the
Tigers to what could prove to
be a season-defining, 34-point
upset win against top-of-the-
table Norwood.

McBean, in his first season
as skipper, kicked Glenelg's
first five goals — and six in a
low-scoring game — as the
reigning premier stunned one
of this year’s flag favourites to
take a big step towards sealing
a double chance in the finals.

Coming off consecutive
losses for the first time in the
Darren Reeves' coaching era,
the Tigers overcame a slow
start — the Redlegs kicked the
first 2.2 and recorded eight of
the first nine inside 50s — to
take control after McBean put
the team on his shoulders by
kicking its first five majors by
the 18-minute mark of the sec-
ond quarter.

Glenelg, which led by eight
points at the long break, then
put the game to bed after dom-
inating the third stanza, kick-
ing 3.7 to 0.2, to lead by 3l
points at the final change. Im-
pressively, it kept Norwood
goalless in the second half.

While McBean set the tone
and ensured midfielder Mat-
thew Snook celebrated his
200th game in style, the Tigers
turned back the clock to re-

Standings

PW LD PF PA % Pts
Norwood 15 12 3 01144 786 59.27 24
Sturt 15 12 3 01105 766 59.06 24
Glenelg 15 10 5 01159 1008 53.48 20
Central District 15 10 5 0 1066 980 52.10 20
Eagles 15 7 & 01159 1002 5363 14
North Adelaide 15 6 9 0 1031 1117 48.00 12
Adelaide 15 6 9 01009 1165 4641 12
West Adelaide 15 5 10 O 942 1124 4560 10
South Adelaide 15 4 11 0 937 1185 44.16 8
Port Adelaide 15 312 0 892 1311 4049 6
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STURT V PORT

BEST - Sturt: Snelling, Hone, Simming, Conforti,
Perez, Edmands, Dakin, Hlman. Port: Lorenz,

lackson, McKengzie, Szust, Montgomery.

GOALS - Sturt: Hone 4, Grivell, McFadyen,
Slimming, Conforti, Thiele. Port: Walsh, Moore,

Jackson, Lord, Scully, Anastasopoulos.
UMPIRES - Bannett, Burke, Williams.
CROWD - 2244 at Thomas Farms Oval.

produce the type of form that
won them last year’s flag.

On a day the Bays celebra-
ted their 2019 premiership win,
their pressure all over the
ground was immense and they
won clearances 47-33 and in-
side 50s 55-42 to snap the Red-
legs’ five-game winning streak.

A host of key players had
big games, with midfielders
Corey Lyons, Snook, James
Bell and Matthew Allen sup-
porting McBean, along with
big men Cam McGree and
Riley Holder and defenders
Chris Curran and Max Proud.

The victory saw Glenelg
(10-5) stay third, percentage
ahead of Central District,

“Liam is a special talent, the
best key forward in the coun-
try outside the AFL, and he
was outstanding in leading the
way, Reeves said.

CROWS V EAGLES
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BEST - Crows: Boyle, Worrell, Hamill,
Schoenberg, Sigal, Edwards, Strachan,
Coleman, Clifford. Eagles: Sinor, Mckay,
D'Aloia, Rowland, Williams, Rowe.
GOALS - Crows: Burgess, Clifford 2,
MecHenry, Strachan, Schoenberg, Gollant,
Coleman, Boyle, Welsh. Eagles: McKay 2,
Beattie, Rowland, Goldsworthy, Cooke,
Meumann, Ballenden.
UMPIRES - Packard, Galletly, Haris.
VENUE - Maughan Thiem Kia Oval.

“Overall, we were much bet-
ter in the contest this week and
defended really well and were
able to create offensive oppor-
tunities off the back of that.

“It was really pleasing that
we were able to get those as-
pects of the game right, be-
cause when we do we feel that
we are really hard to beat.”

Norwood coach Jade Rawl-
ings said his side, now sitting
top on percentage ahead of
Sturt, was “outworked”.

“At the 10-minute mark of
the first gquarter everything
changed and we got scored
against in ways that we don't
usually get scored against,”
he said. “Their good players
got going, their midfield got
on top and then they suffocat-
ed us in the second half, so
we'll review that and get back
towork.”

Tigers topple Redlegs

GLENELG V NORWOOD
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BEST - Glenelg: McBean, Lyons, Bell,
Allen, Snook, Curran, Holder, McGree,
Proud. Morwood: Boyd, J. Heard, Lowe,
Hamilton, Twelftree.
GOALS - Glenelg: McBean 6, Allen 2,
Holder, Bell, Window. Norwood: Callow
Twelftree 2, Lowe, Cresswell.
UMPIRES - Bowen, Lewis, Scott.
CROWD - 3230 at Stratarama Stadium,
blenelg.

CENTRAL V NORTH
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BEST - Central: Barry, les, Grace,
Dudley, Presbury, Montgomerie.
North: Harvey, (. Combe, Hilder, 5.
Ramsay, Wigg. Spina.
GOALS - Central: Grace 3, baspar,
Dudbey, Bamy, Grant 2, Tippins.
North: Harvey 5, 5. Ramsay,
Mcinerney, Pirengle, Soekely.
UMPIRES - Millar, Morgan, Shoro.
CROWD - 1350 at X Convenience
Oval, Elizabeth.

PANTHERS V BLOODS
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BEST - South: Mutch, Sampson,
Schuback, 5. Draper, Grocock, Summerton.
West: Delahunty, K. Ryan, Frost, W.
Ryan, Park, Searle.

GOALS - South: Grocock 3, 5. Draper,
Hargrave, A, Draper, Wilkinson, Dunkin,
Fitt, Hindes. West: Redfern 3, Frost,
Stevens, K. Ryan, Corbett.
UMPIRES - Klernm, Whittlesea, Sobieraj.
CROWD - 948 at Flinders University

Stadium, Noarlunga.

By ZAC MILBANK
www.sanfl.com.au

Glenelg stood tall for one
of its greatest players,
celebrating the 200th
game of Matthew Snook
with a spirited 34-point
win against Norwood at
Stratarama Stadium.

Despite losing three of their
past four maitches, the
Bays strung together their
sixth win in succession
against the Redlegs at the
Bay with their best
performance of 2024.

The Tigers didn't have a
passenger as they
overwhelmed the Redlegs
with their pressure and
intent to hunt the football,
while producing patches of
their most cohesive football
this season.

"He's (Snook) one of the

all-time  greats of this
football club and
competition,” Glenelg

coach Darren Reeves told
Channel 7 after the match.

"What he has to endure
week-in, week-out to play is
amazing. He does
everything he has to do to
get up. I'm certain he will
finish the rest of the year in
a strong manner.

‘It was a great win as
Norwood has been the
competition pacesetter all

yearr Our bhunt and
pressure around the ball
was back to where it

needed to be and it was a
message to our group we
need to be better — it
doesn't matter who you
are.

"We haven't been going
great and we have some
guys banged up so to find a
way to get the game on our
terms and find territory was
really important for us.”

Coles Value Player Corey
Lyons (28 disposals, five
clearances) confirmed their
was a steely resolve
amongst the playing group
to honour Snook in the best
way possible.

"He's a hero of this club, a
great of the SANFL. He
gives his all every week,
he's at the bottom of the
pack all the time. That's
Matthew Snook,” Lyons
said.

Bays skipper Liam McBean
kicked his team's first five
goals of the game before
finishing with six to go with
his 16 disposals and five

marks as his side led at
every change.

The hosts dominated
clearances 47-33 and
inside 50s 55 to 42 as

Snook finished with 23
disposals, 10 tackles and
nine clearances, while
James Bell (21 disposals,
one goal) and Matt Allen
(20 disposals, two goals)
were also important on the
ball and in attack.

Premiership captains Chris
Curran (23 disposals, 11
marks) and Max Proud (22

disposals, six  marks)
provided a steady presence
for the Bays while

youngsters Hunter Window
(17 disposals, one goal),
Nick Stevens {15
disposals) and  AAMI
Rookie Ben Ridgway (15
disposals) showed promise.

MNorwood, still on top of the
table with a 12-3 win-loss
record due to a superior
percentage over second-
placed Sturt, had Harry
Boyd produce another lion-
hearted game with 17
disposals, 10 clearances
and 49 hit outs.

Redleg Baynen Lowe (19
disposals, one goal) also
had his moments but
ultimately their team was
unable to find enough
avenues to goal as
Jackson Callow and lIzaak
Twelftree booted two goals
each.

Best -

Liam McBean,
Corey Lyons,
Matthew Snook,
Max Proud,
James Bell

Coach's Maich

Report - Round 16 — Glenelg v Norwood
Round 16 a special day at The Bay

Stratarama Stadium, Saturday 27th July, 2:10pm

Glenelg 3.6 7.8 10.15 11.15 81
Norwood 2.2 6.6 6.8 6.11 47
Goals: L. McBean 6, M. Allen 2, J. Bell, R. Holder, H. Window

Best:

Most Disposals:

L. McBean, C.Lyons, J.Bell, M. Allen, M. Proud, C. Curran

C.Lyons 28, C.Curran 23, M. Snook 23, M. Proud 22,

J. Bell 21,

In what was a big day for
the football club with one of
our greats playing his 200"
game, a 5-year reunion of
our 2019  Premiership
Team as well as our past
players day and a really
solid crowd in attendance
we were able to produce
arguably our best 4 quarter
effort of the season. There
certainly wasn't the free-
flowing ball movement that
we would all love to see but
it was a fierce contest from
start to finish and a nice
reminder to  ourselves
about what we are capable
of when we are locked into
some key areas for long
periods. To be able to
produce it against the best
team in the competition to
this point adds to some
confidence we can take
away from the game and

into the last 3 rounds of the
season.

The game was hot around
the contest right from the
first bounce with both
teams cracking in and not
too much time and space
on offer for anyone.
Norwood were able to
control the territory through
the first 10 minutes of the
game and jump out to a
couple goal lead, pleasingly
we were able to shift that
back our way as the quarter
went along. Frustratingly we
didn't capitalise as much as
we could have leading into
gtr time, but it was certainly
and much better start to the
game then we had seen for
the previous 3 weeks.
Having had the opportunity
to watch the game back
closely since, we are really
pleased with how we went
about the next 3 quarters.

M. Allen 20, R. Holder 19, H. Window 17

Outside of a couple of
mistakes that cost goals in
the second quarter we
found the manic pressure
in our forward half of the
ground, around the ball and
allowed our defenders to
control the game to a
certain extent and give us
repeat entries and score
board opportunity. Our 3"
quarter was as well as we
have done this for the
season to date and is the
and has been our biggest
focus over the last few
weeks. The proof in what it
allows us to do was there
for all to see and will be
critical as we move into the
last 3 rounds and a finals
series. To keep Norwood
goalless in the second half
Is testament to that.

Our Reserves group were
not able to produce the
form that they have played

with over recent times and
fell short against the ladder

leading Norwood team.
While it's disappointing to
not get the result, there is
some good learnings for
the young group. Some
positive in that we had a
few more senior guys back
in the group that were able
to play some solid football
over the day. We have
been really pleased with
this group that have played
at a consistent level for a
period of time. Out of that
we have seen  Nick
Stevens, Jake Walker and
debutant this week Ben
Ridgway force their way
into the League team, and
all contribute really strongly.

A quick special mention to
Matthew Snook on playing
his 200" game, the way he
went about it on Saturday

just summed up what he
had done for the previous
199 games. He led the way
in all aspects and as he
has done for his entire
career, set the standard
right form the first bounce.
One of the great Glenelg
players of all time!!

Our players head into a bye
weekend this week which
has come at a good time
for all. A great opportunity
to reset, freshen up mentally
and physically and look to
get after the last part of the
season.

Go The Bays

Darren Reeves,
Senior Coach
glenelgfc.com.au
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It is rare in the AFL era for a
SANFL player to be ranked
among his club’s greats.

But such has been midfield
warrior Matthew Snook’s im-
pact at Glenelg that one of the
club’s most respected figures,
‘Great of Glenelg' Laurie
Rosewarne, has dubbed him
just that.

While the names Carey,
Cornes, Kernahan, Marker,
McDermott, Sallis and Davies
loom large when talking about
the Tigers' greatest players,
Rosewarne insists Snook de-
serves to be ranked in the top
10.

“We've had some great play-
ers but this guy has proven be-
vond a doubt that he is one of
the greatest plavers we've ever
had, certainly worthy of being
in the top 10,” said Rosewarne,
who plaved 169 league games
for Glenelg from 1965-73 be-
fore embarking on a long ad-
ministrative career at the club,
including as general manager
from 1987-93.

“He's an incredible player
and just so desperate that he
sets the standard for evervone
else. He's a real terrier at the
footy and loves getting it and
feeding it out. His ability to
bring other players into the
game is unbelievable.

“And he has such a strong
will to win. He never gives up.”

On Saturday, Snook - a true
heart and soul player and dual
premiership on-baller - will be-
come Glenelg's 27th 200th
gamer. He will join the exclus-
ive group at age 32 and carry-
ing a 182cm body that has been
battered from pillar to post

ROUND 16 TEAMS

Top Tiger
earns

ROUND 1

his 200
stripes

during his 14-vear league ca-
reer.

It is a remarkable achieve-
ment for a tough, no-frills foot-
baller who prefers to let his
actions, rather than words, do
his talking.Snook is such a
team-first person, along with
being notoriously media shy,
that he knocked back media re-
quests prior to his major games
milestone as the Tigers pre-
pared to put their top-three fi-
nals aspirations on the line
against top-of-the-table Nor-
wood at Glenelg Oval.

But others involved with the
club were not backward in
coming forward in lavishing
him with praise. Dual premier-
ship teammate Max Proud said
he'd “never come across a
more courageous player”.

“He's not the sort of bloke
who gives much away, but he's

GLENELG v NORWOOD

STRATARAMA STADIUM, SATURDAY, 2.10PM
McGree 19, Holder 23, Bell 11

Glenelg's Matthew
during the Tigers'

Woodville-West
Torrens at Glenelg
earlier this month.

Picture: David
Mariuz/SANFL

Callow 7, F. Heard 40, Morris 8

Martini 16, Reynolds 7, Gerloff 4 gL Hamilton 10, Twelftree 29, Kennerey 11
Bailey 9, Snook 3, Lovelock 39 RSl White 24, Lowe 2, Cresswell 36

Cuman 2, Proud 12, Scharenberg 2

LB Carroll 15, . Heard 35, Lord 16

Adams 13, Kitschke 33, Stevens 27 il Graham 18, Donnely 6, Ling 20
McBean 5, Lyons 8, Allen 22 I Boyd 31, Cootee 13, Wright 32

(from) Stretch 18, McCarthy 14, Ridgway

40, Gould 1, Window 37, Walker 15, Stage B

b

(from) Krollig 58, Simpson 12, Sanders 23,
Seyrnour 5, Gale 39, Murley 27, Saunders 3

Walker, Curran, Ridgway it

a great teammate,” Proud said.

“You always know what
you're going to get from him,
that he'll put his body on the
line to go into battle for you. He

never worries about himself

and is totally team oriented.”

A left-footed, ball magnet,
Snook is a proven big-game
performer.

He won the Jack Oatey
Medal as best afield in the

Seymour, Murley, Saunders

Bays" 2019 grand final win
against Port Adelaide and was
among their best in last year's
flag triumph against Sturt.

Snook’s stellar CV includes
four best and fairests (2015,
2017, 2020-21), twice being run-
ner-up for the Magarey Medal
(2020-21) and being named in
The Advertiser SANFL Team
of the Year four times.

. | Friday July 26,2024 \
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A striking image of a blood-
led Snook in typically deter-
mined matchday action takes
centre stage in Glenelg's gym-
nasium as a stark reminder of
his “unconditional commit-
ment to the vellow and black”.

“Snooky just puts his head
over the ball” 2019 Tigers
premiership coach Mark Stone
said.

“Reliable over remarkable is
one of my favourite sayings
and it describes Snooky per-
fectly. You won't see him take
big pack marks or kick miracu-
lous goals but what you get
from him every week is 25 dis-
]:H:lsals, 15 contested posses-
sions and eight clearances.

“That reliability is why he’s
one of the best pEave.-rs I've had
the privilege to coach.”

surprisingly for a player who
has achieved so much at Tiger-
land after coming through the
club’s juniors, Snook almost
left in 2013 when he was strug-
gling to get a league game and
then coach Kris Massie sugges-
ted he “should think about
going to South Adelaide be-
cause my brother (former
Glenelg player) Shannon had
moved there and there would
be more opportunity for me”.

“It would have been easy for
me to leave at that point be-
cause | was doubting myself,”
Snook said in a previous inter-
view of his sliding doors mo-
ment. “But I'd done the hard
vards at Glenelg and didn't
want to be pushed out. | also
wanted to prove the coach
wrong and to myself that I was
good enough to play regular
league footy, so | decided to
stick it out.”

The Tigers will be forever
grateful.

Snook’s actions speak louder than words

July 25, 2024 sanfl.com.au/league/news

By PETER CORNWALL

He's never been one to chase attention but Matthew Snook sure deserves it as he
brings up his 200th game with the Tigers,

He'"s also never been on the lookout for individual awards or honours. But he's certainly —
and deservedly — won his fair share of them.

While you hear plenty of footballers sprouting a team-first attitude, Snook actually lives
and breathes it. So much so, he doesnt like the idea of being in the limelight — even
when he's joining the 200 Club.

“| don't want to be bigger than anyone else. It"s a team game and youre not as good as
you can be unless your team goes well, the players around you,” he said.

It’s fair to say Glenelg wouldnt have been as good as it could be without Snook as it has
become a SANFL powerhouse again over the past half-dozen seasons.

snook agrees reaching 200 games is "a massive honour and achievement” but he says,
“I'm probably not someone who really likes the limelight and the recognition - it's always
been a team game ... I've always shied away from it".

But, with the 32-year-old playing his 200th game at the Bay on Saturday against
Norwood, Snook has eamed the recognition. Modern-day SANFL greats often dont get
the credit they deserve because people too often rate the AFL the be-all-and-end-all of
our great national game. But Snook is an all-time champion, no matter how you look at it.

Tigers legend and Australian Football Hall of Famer Peter Carey declared Snook the
greatest Tigers footballer since the arrival of the Crows in 1991, when the SA football

Glenelg's Matthew Snook will reach his 200th Hostplus
SANFL League match against Norwood on Saturday:

landscape changed so dramatically.

It's all about the team — dual premiership stars

group.

Picture - Cory Sutton

Great of Glenelg Laurie Rosewarne, a club vice-captain and general manager among countless
roles over the past six decades, rates Snock in the top seven greatest Glenelg players in the 104-
year history of the club. No. 1 is Carey and No. 2 Stephen Kernahan, so he's among a pretty elite

Rosewarne loves the bloke, not just because he wears his old favourite No.3 guernsey, but
because of the way he plays — 100 per cent effort and commitment at all times, enormous
courage and a selfless team game — and the example he sets on and off the field.

The numbers show Snook belongs among the Tigers” elite. He is the 27th Glenelg player to reach
200 games. He has won four best-and-fairest awards — only one Tiger, 1934 premiership hero
Len Sallis, has won more, with five. He is one of only three to have won four, along with Colin
Richens and Nick Chigwidden, while hes also finished runner-up once and third three times. But
it's a team game and what Snook"™s more proud of are his two Tigers league premierships. Only
one player — Carey — has won more, with three. Snook is one of only 24 players to have won two.

He is one of only four Glenelg players to have won a Jack Oatey Medal for best-on-ground in a

Matthew Snook, Luke Reynolds and Darcy
Bailey celebrate Glenelg's grand final win
against Sturt last season. Picture — Cory Sutton

He won the Bob Shearman Medal, voted on by the league’s coaches, in 2020, becoming the third Tiger to win the award. He has been honoured
with selection in The Advertiser SANFL Team of the Year four times. Only seven Glenelg players have been picked in more teams.

Not bad for a bloke who won the Alan Stewart Medal for best-afield in the Tigers" 2010 under-18 grand final win but, after making his league debut
in 2011, was actually told in 2013 he could look for another club. As he fought to establish himself in league ranks he played 44 reserves games,
winning the best and fairest and best team man awards in 2012 even though he played five league games that season. And he actually thought of
maving away.

grand final (2019) — and he finished a close third in voting last year. Unlucky not to have won a
Magarey Medal, as runner-up in 2020 and 21, he is one of only six Glenelg players to twice finish
in the top two.

But anyone who knows Snook knows all about his resilience, his never-give-up attitude and whenever he's been doubted in his career "it probably
helps light a fire" that makes him all the more determined to prove himself. Not only did he endure the early doubters and thrive, he had to battle
through tough times at the club — just four wins each season from 2013-15 and no finals for seven years. It"s made the success Snook’s enjoyed —

and played a key role in —in 2019 and last year all the sweeter.

Brothers Matthew and Shannon Snook in
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as well.

“You can go past the flags,” he said of his career highlights, "but probably the mateship as well

.. the camaraderie, I've got some of my best mates here and I've still got mates who have left
and | am the silly one still hanging on, really". How much longer he will hang on" is another thing.
He is “probably leaning towards” this season bringing down the curtain on a remarkable career.
But he has been close before. “I've said it the last five years, | reckon,” he says laughing.

But there’s another highlight. And it came right at the start of his league career. Playing league
footy at the Bay with brother Shannon. Battling it out in the backyard with his older sibling might
have helped fuel the fiercely competitive streak that has been his trademark.

“Growing up, playing against my brother and trying to beat him at a young age, | looked up to him
and | wanted to be as good as he was and then, ending up playing with him in my career, that was
probably the highlight apart from the flags, | reckon,” Matt said of Shannon, who played 20 league
games at the Bay between 2010-12. "You look up to your older brother ...
watches me, it's been special.”

he still comes and

Family — like his friends and the Tigers” fans — have played significant roles in his career and he's
thankful to them all. Mum Marie and Dad Wayne support him from the sidelines at every game,
his nephew Francesco will run out with him for his big game and his niece Valentina will be there

There should be a big turnout for him — the day also features a reunion for the 2018 premiership

action for the Tigers against Norwood in team — with the iconic Snout’s Louts certain to give their favourite player a huge reception (Snook
2011. Picture — Gordon Anderson has won their POTY - player of the year — award a record six times).

“They're massive,” Snook said of the Tigers™ supporters. “They ride the ups and downs with you and they have been so supportive over the journey.
They're a special group. That’s what makes the club go, really.”

There"s no doubt Redlegs fans will show respect, too — Snock is one of those rare footballers who is admired and respected by team-mates and
opposition — and Glenelg and opposition fans alike. He's the sort of player everyone would love in their team.

Snook loves it at the Bay. “The club"s been everything, really ... it’s been half my life now,” he said. Snook,
who started out in Glenelg’s under-15s, is driven by helping the youngsters in the side and gets as big a
kick out of them making their debuts and finding their way in the game as anything else.
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Playing 200 games was never a major aim — "when you start you want to just get your first game but once
you create a spot you want to get your name on a locker (for 100 games)” — but he “hung around because |
enjoyed the camaraderie between the boys™ and suddenly it loomed large, being on 187 games after last
year's grand final tiumph against Sturt.

“l was thinking about it, obviously it would have been nice to have hung up the boots last year with the flag
— it's a big fairytale. But the boys have been going so well and the club™s been looking after me — Reeva
(coach Darren Reeves) has been supportive and Sandy (head of football Paul Sandercock) has been
unreal for how long he’s been here, so why not give it another crack?”

Being part of a side in with a shot at snaring rare back-to-back flags made the decision to play on this year
easier. "For a while it looked like we werent going to be anything but we had a core group that stuck
together,” Snook said of how the tough times made the good times all the more special. “The team stuff,
thats what | drive for.”

So, clearly, there's one goal for game No. 200. A win. A win for the club he loves, in front of the family,
friends and fans he loves. And with the mates he loves.

& This week's Football Budget cover, commemorating Matthew Snook’s 200th league game for Glenelg



