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Lachie Hosie returned from
112 days on the sidelines to on
Sunday spectacularly lead
Glenelg to its fourth SANFL
grand final in six years.

Playing his first game since
round 7 following knee sur-
gery, last year's Ken Farmer
and Jack Oatey Medallist
kicked three of the Tigers' first
four goals and 4.3 for the
match as they set up a grand
final showdown with minor
premier Norwood.

In beating Central District
by 38 points in Sunday’s pre-
liminary final at Adelaide
Oval, Glenelg became the first
team since North Adelaide in
2018 to make the grand final
from the elimination final.

Much of the pre-game talk
was about the Tigers gambling
on Hosie’s fitness after nearly
four months out but the risk
paid big dividends as he set the

Glenelg's Lachie Hosie mtums in
style as he snaps the first goal of
the preliminary final at Adelaide
Oval on Sunday despite pressure
from Central’s Rhett Montgomerie
an:t; (inset) Tigers players
celehrate a Will Chandler goal. |
David Mariuz/SANFL

ball rolling for coach Darren
Reeves' side, which is chasing
back-to-back flags.

Hosie booted the first goal
of the game after 102 seconds
as Glenelg's firepower came to
the fore.

It kicked 15 goals to the Bull-
dogs’ eight and has bagged an
impressive 48 in its three finals
Wwins.

“From the outside it might
have looked like a gamble (in
playing Hosie) but we've
watched Lachie work incred-
ibly hard for 14 weeks and
knew he was right,” said
Reeves, who has led the Tigers
to grand finals in his two yvears
as coach.

“He did more than he prob-
ably needed to do to play and
we just knew that because he
has so much talent he was
going to come out and do
something like he did.

“He's a huge talent and
we're just incredibly fortunate

SANFL GRAND FINAL

Norwood Glenelg

Sunday, 2.30pm
Adelaide Oval

he is playing for our football
club and in our competition.
He makes us a better football
side, that's for sure.”

Hosie wasted no time in hit-
ting the scoreboard after being
sidelined for so long.

He sprinted away from op-
ponent Rhett Montgomerie
to cleanly grab teammate
Will Chandler’s grubber kick
towards goal to snmap truly
over his left shoulder from
close range in the second
minute,

Far from being rusty, Hosie

Hosie back with bang
as grand Bays marth on

BEST - Glenelg: Allen, Bell, McBean,

Howe, Pudney, Chisholm, Montgomerie.

Thamas 2, Grace, Dittmar, Pudney, Munn,

was a constant threat, having
four shots at goal in the first
quarter (kicking 2.1 and one
out of bounds) as Glenelg
made all the running.

The Tigers kicked the only
three goals of the term, despite
kicking into a slight breeze.

Hosie bagged his third
major early in the second
quarter to extend the Bays
lead to four goals before excit-
ing small Bulldog Isaiah Dud-
ley turned the tide with two
moments of brilliance.

He was involved in a superb
one-two play with Jarrod
Schiller before nailing Cen-
tral’s first goal three minutes
into the term and 90 seconds
later he snapped cleverly with
his left foot to reduce the mar-
gin to 12 points.

The Dogs dominated the
territory game in the second
stanza, winning the inside-50
count 16-7 and Kicking 45 to
3.0, to trail by just seven points

1.5
15.8
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Hosie, Lyons, Snook, Adams, Proud,
Chandler. Central: Thomas, Dittmar,

BOALS - Glenelg: Hosie, McBean 4,
Chandler Z, Allen, Reynolds, Lovelock,
Gerloff, Stretch. Central: Dudley,

UMPIRES - Williams, Scott, Morgan.
CROWD - 9207 at Adelaide Oval.

at the long break. Central
closed to within one point
when Beau Thomas found
himself in space to goal early
in the third quarter but the Ti-
gers lifted to kick three unans-
wered goals to quickly put a
space between the teams.

Hosie's four majors were
matched by key forward side-
kick Liam McBean while mid-
fielders Matthew Allen, James
Bell, Corey Lyons and Mat-
thew Snook were terrific and
key defenders Oscar Adams
and Max Proud stood tall
under pressure,

Key forward Thomas was
the Dogs’ best with 15 dispos-
als and two goals while hard-
as-nails midfielder Kade
Dittmar was strong with eight
clearances and 12 tackles.

Glenelg will now play Nor-
wood in a grand final for the
first time since 1982, when the
Redlegs won easily by 62
points.

By ZAC MILBANK
www.sanfl.com.au

Glenelg will play in its
fourth Hostplus SANFL
Grand Final in six years
after accounting for
Central District by 38
points in the Preliminary
Final at Adelaide Oval.

Despite trailing at every
change, the Bulldogs -
chasing their first

appearance in a ftitle-
decider since 2011 - got
within a point when Beau
Thomas kicked truly three
minutes into third quarter.

But just as they did
throughout the afternoon,
the Bays managed to
respond to multiple
challenges as Will Chandler
put his side 19 points up
with a momentum-setting

goal after the three-quarter
time siren.

Young Tiger Archie
Lovelock booted a nice
snap to start the fourth term
and when Cole Gerloff
slammed through a long
range bomb from 50m after
Central's Hugo  Munn
kicked his team’s last goal
for the game, the Bays
were in a strong position.

Glenelg trailed Central in
inside 50 entries for the
majority of the contest but
edged ahead in the final
term as Billy Stretch and

captain Liam  McBean
extended the  margin
beyond six goals.

It should give Darren
Reeves’ charges, who
welcomed Lachie Hosie
back from a long-term knee
injury, plenty of confidence

as they helped Glenelg
become the first team since
Morth Adelaide to come
from the Elimination Final
into the big dance.

Making his first League
appearance since Round 7,
Hosie displayed promising
signs as he booted 4.3 and
one out on the full from 11
disposals and four marks.

McBean also made an
impact on the scoreboard
with 4.2 from 13 disposals
and five marks while
Chandler continued his hot
finals form with two goals
and a goal assist inside
20m.

Jack  Oatey Medallist
Matthew Snook racked up
a team-high 25 touches, six
clearances and five tackles
while James Bell strung
together another excellent

September  performance
with 24 disposals, six
clearances and 10 tackles.

Fellow midfielders Corey
Lyons (23 disposals) and
Matt Allen (22 disposals,
one goal) were also
influential while Will Gould
(19 disposals) got through
the contest without an
issues from the back
spasms he suffered before
the 1st Semi-Final.

Central, which had three
more clearances and just
four fewer inside 50s,
improved its ladder position
on last vyears fourth
placing, confirming it is
heading in the right
direction.

Competitive Bulldogs
bigman Beau Thomas did
his best to haul his team
into the grand final after

collecting 15 disposals, five
marks and booting two
goals while playing multiple
roles.

Central's Kai Pudney
collected a team-high 21
disposals and booted a
long-range goal while
emerging ruck Harvey
Howe continues to show
promise after finishing with
17 disposals, eight
clearances and 28 hit outs.

Bulldogs co-captain Jarrod
Schiller had 10 disposals
and four tackles in what
could be his 255th and final
game for the club.

Best -

James Bell,
Matthew Snook,
Lachie Hosie,
Corey Lyons,
Liam McBean

Coach’'s Maich Report - Preliminary Final
Finals Week 3 — Preliminary Final $

Adelaide Oval, Sunday 15th September, 3:15pm

Central District 0.3
Glenelg 3.3

Best: J. Bell,

L. Hosie,

4.8
6.3

Goals: L. Hosie 4, L. McBean 4, W. Chandler 2, M. Allen,
C. Gerloff, B. Stretch, A. Lovelock, L. Reynolds

M. Allen, L. McBean,

M. Proud, O. Adams
Most Disposals: M. Snook 25, J.Bell 24, C. Lyons 23,

7.10
11.5

8.12
15.8

M. Snook,

60
98
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M. Allen 22, W. Gould 19, A. Lovelock 19, B. Stretch 17, J. Scharenberg 16, D. Bailey 15, C. Curran 15

From the first day of our
preseason back at the start
of December, we had one
goal in mind, to be playing
on the 22™ of September
2024, While there have
been some challenges
along the way, some doubt,
certainly plenty of frustrat-
ions, one thing that never
waived in my mind was
what our playing group
were capable of. Credit to
every player in our group
that has worked incredibly
hard day after day to put us
in this position. We have
encouraged our players to
take some time last night
and today to enjoy the
feeling, they deserve to be
able to do that. As soon as
we get up and going on
Tuesday morning our focus
will completely shift to

Sunday aftermoon and the
Norwood Football Club and
what promises to be an
outstanding Grand Final.

As we have done in our
previous 2 finals, we were
able to start this one with
great energy and some
really good momentum in
the game through the first
quarter. We were able to
play the game in our
forward half of the ground
for a large period. We did
feel at the break that we
had not capitalised as
much as we probably could
have with a little bit more
composure with the ball. In
big games though score
board pressure is the best
pressure you can apply and
while our second quarter
was a little frustrating on a
few accounts we were

always able to have an
advantage on the score
board which is critical and
that was a key message to
our group at the half time
break.

QOur second halves of
games over the previous 3
weeks have been really
strong and while Centrals
to their credit continued to
come at us, our groups
ability to lift our intensity
and turn up the pressure
was really pleasing. It is an
area of our game we have
got back to a level that we
know we are capable of
and when we are locked in
the rest of our game falls in
behind. There won't be any
secrets in what is important
into next weekend, being
relentless in our pressure

for 120 mins will be a
critical factor.
Our Reserves groups

season came to an end on
Saturday moming, going
down to a strong Norwood
team. While it is disappoint-
ing not to see this young
group on the last day of the
season, we are really proud
of what they were able to
do over the year. The list
profile of the group is very
yvoung and inexperienced
as a whole but the develop-
ment we were able to see
in a number of players was
really encouraging. They
were able to play some
exciting football at times
and also able to fight their
way through games. Credit
to all that played through-
out the year, we are excited
by what we think we can

see out of a number of
players into next season.

Again, vyesterday the
support that we had and
the energy that our players
get from the supporters
was fantastic. We can't
thank you all enough for
turning up week after week
throughout the year. We
can't wait to get there on
Sunday and get to work,
the noise and energy from
you all might just be the
little difference in the game.
Look forward to seeing
everyone there.

Go The Bays

Darren Reeves,
Senior Coach
glenelgfc.com.au
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Tigers opt for back-u

as key

Andrew Capel

Glenelg coach Darren Reeves
has vowed to keep an ace up his
finals sleeve after naming star
injured pair Lachie Hosie and
Will Gould in his SANFL pre-
liminary final side to play Cen-
tral District at Adelaide Oval
on Sunday.

Hurt by the late, pre-game
withdrawal of key defender
Gould (back spasms) for last
Sunday’s knockout first semi-
final against Sturt,
Reeves said he would \
have a player on standby -
and hold him out of the Ti-
gers reserves preliminary
final - to avoid facing a
similar scenario as last
week when Liam Wisdom
was plucked from the
crowd at short notice.

“It doesn’t sit well with me
and it's not ideal but we will
certainly be holding someone
over this week, that's for sure,”
Reeves said.

“We didn't expect the Will
Gould scenario before last
week's game, getting injured in
the warm up.

“I'was looking for who was in
the grandstand and Liam was
the logical guy because | knew
he could back up (after playing
in the reserves first semi-final
the previous day) and not be
overawed.”

Wisdom played his role in
Glenelg's league triumph but
had only three disposals in lim-
ited game time.

Reeves said he would have a
fit and rested emergency ready
to go this week in case of an-
other late drama, especially
after naming Hosie and Gould
in the Bays’ enlarged, 25-man
squad.

Star full forward Hosie - last
yvear's Jack Oatey and Ken Far-
mer Medallist - hasn't played a
game since Round 7 when he

September 15,2024 | Sunday Mail

Glenelg’s Lachie Hosie,
the SANFL's 2023 Ken
Farmer Medallist, has
been named to return
for the Tigers for his
first game since
suffering a knee injury
in round 7. Picture:
David Mariuz/SANFL

underwent knee surgery to re-
pair a meniscus cartilage tear
after being injured against the
Eagles.

Hosie was named to refurn
against Sturt but also was a late

withdrawal after reporting
hamstring tightness following
training on Thursday. Reeves
is “pretty confident” he will
play this week and add to high-
scoring Glenelg's firepower.

“We are pretty confident
that we have been able to get
some more work into him and
he's looked really sharp at
training,” he said.

Gould appears to be a bigger
injury question mark, with
Reeves uncertain how his back

pair named

will respond to treatment and
training in the lead-up to the
game.

“He’s been a bit limited in
what he can do, so that will
probably be a decision for later
in the week,” Reeves said on
Wednesday.

Hosie's likely return would
see Glenelg field its star key
forward trio, which also in-
cludes triple Ken Farmer Med-
allist Liam McBean and Luke
Reynolds, for the first time in
more than three months.

The team, with back-up
ruckman Riley Holder con-
tributing strongly as a forward,
has been hitting the scoreboard
without him.

Recruit earns stripes and sets

HOSTPLUS

Grace 32, Thomas 59, Whitelum 31
Lange 29, Munn 24, Sharp 23

Posthuma 13, Little 28, McLennan 12
Hles 15, Kendall 11, Montgomerie 35
Howe 43, Dittmar 33, Presbury 7

= (from) Deakin 16, Larkins 8, Schiller 38,
Liddy 6, Barreaw 19, Dudley 30, Gasper 2

Gasper, Pasthuma, Barreau

The reigning premier Tigers,
who are trying to win the flag
from fourth, have kicked 33
goals in their two finals.

In contrast, their prelimi-
nary final opponent Central
has managed just 13 majors in
beating Sturt and losing to
grand finalist Norwood.

However, Reeves knows
what the fighting Bulldogs -
who have earned a reputation
as the SANFL's comeback
kings - bring to the table.

“We respect what Central is
able to do,” he said. “They have
been an outstanding footy
team over the course of the
year and beat us a couple of
weeks ago (by one point at Eliz-

> PRELIMINARY FINAL
& CENTRAL v GLENELG ﬁ
ADELAIDE OVAL, SUNDAY, 3.15PM

Pudney 3, Chishalm 4, Barry 20

Stretch 18, McBaan 5, Lyons 8
Lovelock 39, Reynolds 7, Chandler 36
Martini 16, Allen 22, Scharenberg 2

B Curran 71, Adams 13, Stevens 77
Gerloff 4, Proud 12, Bailey 9

Holder 23, Bell 11, Snook 3

(from) Wisdom 26, Gould 1, McGree 19,
Ridgway 40, Window 37, Hosie 20,

abeth Oval in Round 18).

“They play a brand of footy
that they stick to and they keep
going for four quarters, so it’s
going to be a big challenge.”

Like Glenelg, the Bulldogs
have named a pair of players to
return from injury, with tall de-
fender Dayne Posthuma and
small goalsneak Jake Gasper
included in their 25-man
squad.

Posthuma was a late with-
drawal against the Redlegs
with adductor soreness while
Gasper, a former VFL sharp-
shooter who has kicked 27
goals in 13 games in his first
season with the Dogs, has been
sidelined for a month with a
knee problem.

But Central will again be
without last year's Magarey
Medallist, midfield ball magnet
Harry Grant, as he recovers
from surgery to repair a broken
cheekbone/jaw.

Grant could be available for
the grand final if the Dogs
make it.

*He is back running and
doing some things that will
prepare him (for the grand
final),” coach Paul Thomas
said. “He’s had a plate and
screw put in his face, so it will
be what's best for Harry in
terms of his safety and well-
being and making sure that if
there is an opportunity (to play
next week) he can get out and
play the way he wants to.”

sishts on a grand final spot

AndrewCapel ?
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When Glenelg announced
Nick Stevens’ signing last No-
vember, the questions came
thick and fast.

“What's he doing back at the
Bay?” they asked.

But it was a case of mistaken
identity.

This was not the former Port
Adelaide and Carlton AFL star
who coached Glenelg to the
wooden spoon in 2014 before
being sacked after one year in
the job because of off-field mis-
demeanours.

Instead, it was an exciting.
22-year-old young gun from
Ballarat who was selected by
Geelong at pick 47 at the 2020
draft but did not play an AFL
game in two years on the Cats'
list.

“There were certainly a few
questions asked when people
saw a Nick Stevens had signed
for Glenelg,” said the younger
Stevens, who is half his name-
sake’s age.

“They were asking what the
go was there and there were a
few tags on Facebook.

“It took a little while for peo-
ple to realise it was actually a
different Nick Stevens.

“Obviously there is the age
gap and we look very different,
too, so once people either saw
my photo or met me they got
an understanding and so it just
became a bit of a running joke.

“At one stage, | think even
Nick (the older one) engaged
in it a bit too on social media,
which was quite funny.

“I've got a bit of a feedback
about having the same name as
him over the journey, too.”

While the older Nick Stev-
ens is long retired, the yvounger
one is just starting to make his

mark in the SANFL.
One of the Tigers' prized off-
season  recruits, Stevens, a

classy 192cm playmaking de-
fender, had to wait until round
15 to make his league debut.
He was forced to earn his
spot in a star-studded side that
won last vear's premiership

Glenelg defender Nick
Stevens had to work for
his starting spot with the
Tigers but has flourished
since his promotion to the
league side and; (inset)
former Power and Carlton
star and past Glenelg
coach Nick Stevens.

Main picture: Kelly Barnes
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and then had to overcome a
“stress hot spot” in his left foot,
which sidelined him for three
weeks.

Since his promotion to
league level, Stevens has made
every post a winner.

He has plaved seven con-
secutive games at the top level,
including Glenelg's two knock-
out final wins against Wood-
ville-West Torrens and Sturt.

Now he and the Tigers are
one win away from making the
SANFL grand final.

“I've had to earn my stripes
but [ wouldn't have it any other
way,” Stevens said.

“That’s what happens when
you join the reigning premier,
you're not just going to walk
into the ones.

“I had to start in the reserves,
which helped me learn a new

SANFL FINALS SPOPT 37]

\ICK S]]EVENS
KES'HIS OWN
NAME AT BAY

game style and work my way
up.

“While it probably took
longer than [ had hoped and [
had to bide my time, 1 made
sure | kept working hard and
that when [ did get my chance |
would be ready to take it.”

Stevens has done just that.

He has slotted seamlessly
into Glenelg's defence, blank-
eting his opponents while aver-
aging |4 disposals at an elite
disposal efficiency of 88 per
cent, four marks and five re-
bound 50s.

“This time of the year is
when you most want to be
playing senior footy and it's
been exciting to come in and
just try to play my role in the
team,” Stevens said.

“My first aim, as a backman,
is to be strong defensively and

win my one-on-ones,

“From there | try to drive my
legs and help us offensively by
hitting my kicks and breaking
the lines.

*Having so many high-qual-
ity players around me — Max
Proud (key defender and 2023
premiership captain) is prob-
ably the best player I've ever
played alongside — has defi-
nitely made my job easier.”

Stevens' football journey has
been a bit of a rollercoaster.

Born in Ballarat, he spent his
junior career with the Greater
Western Victorian Rebels be-
fore boarding at Geelong
Grammar in his final two years
at school.

He did not play a game in
2020 because of Covid but was
still drafted by the Cats on the
back of his body of work, strong

pre-season form for the Rebels
and impressive performance at
the Victorian draft combine.

Stevens plaved 21 VFL
games for Geelong before
being delisted at the end of
2022 and then joining North
Melbourne's VFL side as a top-
up player.

“I've sort of been everywhere
in the past few years, with
Covid shutting down some
footy, hubs, changing clubs and
some Injury issues, so it's nice
to have been able to play some
regular footy and settle down
at such a great club as Glenelg,”
said Stevens, who is studying
business management while
working as a landscaper.

“It's an exciting period for
me and the footy club but we're
just taking it one week at a
time, knowing we have a hig
challenge on our hands with
Central this week.”

Tigers coach Darren Reeves
described Stevens’ seamless
adjustment to league football
as “fantastic”,

“He was going pretty well
midway through the season
and just had that little foot
issue that held him back a bit
but he’s a nice size, so he can
play on talls or smalls, and is a
very good ball user,” Reeves
said.

“He also has good leg speed
and the guys around him have
ereat confidence in his ability
to be able to communicate and
help set up the ground for us
defensively, so he's heen a real-
ly strong addition for us.”




