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Bays bounce back from injury drama to KO Blues

point first semi-final win against Sturt. Picture: Cory Sutton/SANFL

FIRST SEMI-FINAL

STURT v GLENELG

g

ADELAIDE OVAL, SUNDAY, 12.15PM
Hone 5, Fahey-Sparks 18, McFadyen 6 JLa Stretch 18, McBean 5, Lyons 8

Dakin 16, Mathews 7, Conforti 1 g

Thiele 4, Battersby 23, Slimming 39
Yoss 34, Becker 17, Perez 13

Illman 32, Coomblas 22, Edmonds 15
Doyle 45, Snelling 14, Lewis 2
(from) Burrows 31, Carey 3, Fryer 27,
Grivell 30, Page 25, Anderson B,
Giacometti 36

Lovelock 39, Reynolds 7, Gerloff 4

o Martini 16, Allen 22, Scharenberg 2

LW Curran 71, Adams 13, Stevens 77

: M Gould 1, Proud 12, Bailey 9

M Holder 23, Bell 11, Snook 3

(from) Chandler 36, Stockman 34, Mcbree
819, Ridgway 40, Window 37, Hosie 20,

Burrows, Carey, Fryer

Warren Partland

Glenelg shrugged aside huge
injury drama just minutes be-
fore the opening bounce to stay
alive in the race for the flag with
an impressive 3l-point triumph
over Sturt in the first semi-final
at Adelaide Oval on Sunday.

It was a highly impressive
victory given the Tigers were
dealt a massive blow in the
warm-up when gun defender
Will Gould limped to the
changerooms  after being
struck down by back spasms.

Tigers coach Darren Reeves
frantically sought back-up sup-
port and Liam Wisdom, who
had played in the reserves final
the previous day, was sum-
moned from the grandstand as
Gould's replacement.

“I was looking for who was in
the grandstand and Liam was
the logical guy because 1 knew
he can back up and not be over-
awed,” Reeves said.

“That is the beauty of our
group. Straight away Max
(Proud) goes to (Connor)
McFadyen and gets it done.”

The Tigers were also without
star goalkicker Lachie Hosie,
who had been named in the
squad to return from knee sur-
gery, but was ruled out with
hamstring tightness.

After congquering Wood-
ville-West Torrens in the elim-
ination final, Reeves was
forthright in his belief the
premiership was definitely
within the Tigers' capabilities.
And this win was another sig-
nificant statement.

For three quarters, the Ti-
gers and Double Blues locked
horns in an absorbing confron-
tation with seven lead changes
advertising the fierce struggle.

The Tigers used the final

term to justify Reeves' words
from the previous week.

“l see these guys turn up
week-in, week-out day after
day and this is reward for ef-
fort,” Reeves said. “l know
everyone does but I've not
been part of a group at this
level which works as hard as
this group, and is as connected
as this group. One of the mes-
sages today was no matter
what, we are connected and
that will keep us in the contest.”

The Blues dropped both fi-
nals after coming off 13 success-
ive wins to narrowly miss the
minor premiership. They have
also lost Guy Page and Steven
Slimming to retirement.

The game was fast paced
from the outset with the two
sides trading blows, the pres-
sure unrelenting. Double Blues
captain James Battershy was
his usual busy self and small
forward Josh Hone nailed two
goals in the opening quarter.

Despite losing Angus An-
derson late in the first quarter
due to injury, Sturt threatened
to break the game apart when
McFadyen nailed a goal eight
minutes into the second term
to give his side a 13-point ad-
vantage. But Glenelg respond-
ed. Proud was outstanding in
defence and Matthew Allen
had a massive influence when
the game was on the line.

The Tigers kept attacking
the body and ball with passion,
while sloppy Sturt turnovers
were punished in the final
quarter. Blues coach Marty
Mattner admitted the side had
to improve in “the way we play
the game”,

“It’s frustrating - it has been
such a good vear,” he said.

“We did not take our mo-
ments. We did in the season
but not in the finals.”
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BEST - Glenelg: Proud, Allen, Gerloff,
Curran, McBean, Reynolds, Stevens,
Scharenberg. Sturt: Battershy, Lewis,
Voss, Doyle, Thiele, Slimming.
GOALS - Glenelg: McBean, Reynalds
&, Allen, Holder 2, Curran, Chandler.
Sturt: Thiele, Hone, McFadyen 2,
Andersan, Battershy, Doyle.
INJURIES - Glenelg: Gould (late
withdrawal with back spasms).
Sturt: Anderson (hamstring).
UMPIRES - Bowen, Williams, Lewis.
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BEST - Norwood: Cootee, Lowe,
Donnelly, Ling, Seymour, Boyd, Lord,
Twelftree, Wright. Central: Chisholm,
Sharp, McLennan, Pudney, Presbury.
GOALS - Norwood: Murley 3, Binder,
Cootee 7, Twelftree, Kennerley, Callow,
F. Heard, O'Neill, Nelligan, Cresswell.
Central: Thomas, Larkins, Chisholm,
Grace, Munn,

UMPIRES - Packard, Sobieraj, Scott.
CROWD - 11,317 at Adelaide Oval.

By ZAC MILBANK
www.sanfl.com.au

Glenelg produced a
character-filled finals
victory full of heart as it
ended Sturt's season
with a 31-point win in the
First Semi-Final at
Adelaide Oval.

In an incredibly tense,
pressure-packed contest,
the Tigers were able to
withstand everything the
Double Blues threw at them
before powering away in
the final quarter.

And this was without Ken
Farmer Medallist Lachie
Hosie, who was not
deemed fit to retumn, and
with the late drama of Will
Gould pulling out during the
warme-up.

Sturt looked set to edge
ahead when Joel Thiele
intercepted a defensive
pass and snapped truly late
in the third quarter to give
his side a six-point lead at
the final change.

But this would be the Blues’
last goal of the match as
the Bays piled on 6.2 to
Sturt's one behind in the
final quarter to book a berth
in the Preliminary Final
next Sunday.

With 2023  premiership
captain Max Proud
absolutely outstanding in
defence, the Tigers
managed to find plenty of
energy in the final 30
minutes as star utility Matt
Allen sprang to life.

With just 11 disposals at
the final change, Allen

kicked a goal and had a
strong influence in his
team's finish as James Bell

(19 disposals) and Cole

Gerloff (19  disposals)
continued their great finals
form.

Ultimately, the Bays had
very few passengers as
Corey Lyons (18 disposals)
was solid in the middle and
captain Liam McBean and
Luke Reynolds booted four
goals apiece.

Proud (24 disposals and
eight marks) led a solid
back six as Jonty
Scharenberg (21 disposals),
Nick Stevens (17 disposals),
Alex Martini (16 disposals)
and Oscar Adams all
played their roles.

Gould
Adelaide

from
after

ambled
Oval

experiencing back spasms
in the warm-up, causing
Bays coach Darren Reeves
and Football Manager Paul
Sandercock to quickly call
upon Liam Wisdom from
the grandstand.

Sturt's painful loss ensured
it would exit the finals
series in straight sets, after
winning 13 matches in
succession during the
minor round.

Midfield tno Tom Lewis (26
disposals, nine tackles),
Will Snelling (26 disposals,
nine tackles) and James
Battersby (23 disposals,
eight clearances) again
won their share of the ball
but the Blues were unable
to put enough of their 45
inside 50s to use on the
scoreboard.

Sturt wingman  Steven
Slimming collected 21
disposals in his last game
for  the club  after
announcing his retirement,
alongside fellow premiership
veteran Guy Page, who
had 11 disposals in his last
outing.

The Blues were also
hampered by the absence
of Angus Anderson after
quarter-time,  after he
finished the game with his
thigh strapped up in a
brace.

Best -

Max Proud,

Alex Martini,

Luke Reynolds,
Liam McBean,
Jonty Scharenberg

Coach’'s Match Report - First Semi Final — Glenelg v Sturt

Finals Week 2 — First Semi

Adelaide Oval, Sunday 8th September, 12:15pm

Sturt
Glenelg

4.2
3.1

Best:

Most Disposals:

M. Proud 24, J. Scharenberg 21, C. Curran 20,

2.3
6.2

Goals: L. Reynolds 4, L. McBean 4, M. Allen 2,
R. Holder 2, W. Chandler,

M. Proud, L. Reynolds, L. McBean, A. Martini,
J. Scharenberg,

9.3
8.3

94
14.5

C. Curran

J. Bell, C. Gerloff

28
89

J. Bell 19, C. Gerloff 19, C.Lyons 17, A. Martini 17, N. Stevens 17, M. Allen 16, R. Holder 15

After a strong week of

preparation and the
positive vibe from our
Reserves advancing to the
Preliminary Final on

Saturday morning, our 1st
Semi Final against a very
good Sturt Football Club
presented unusual chall-
enges. Unfortunately, Will
Gould suffered back
spasms just minutes before
the game and had to be
ruled out. We had opted
not to hold any players
over, allowing everyone to
play on Saturday, which
meant our only option was
to field someone who had
already played a full game.
Liam Wisdom was the
perfect candidate for this
and managed to prepare
himself quickly, joining the
contest 10 minutes in—a
great credit to him. This
situation sums up our

season: it's about finding a
way through, not dwelling
on the uncontrollable, but
getting on with it. We're
proud of how the team
handled the disruption early
on.

The game unfolded as
expected, with two strong
teams battling in what was,
for the most part, an open,
free-flowing contest. While
there are areas to improve
heading into next week, it
was pleasing to see our
ability to capitalize on
scoring opportunities, an
important area of growth for
us. Another key takeaway,
and a message | stressed
at half-time, was that
although Sturt came at us
hard at different points and
looked capable of gaining
an advantage, we were
able to stay composed,
withstand the pressure, and

be the next to score. As the

game  progressed, we
gained more ascendency
around the contest,
securing more forward

territory in our favor. In the
last quarter, we were highly
efficient, finishing our work
on the scoreboard. Our
final 25 minutes were
among our best all season
— our defensive group won
critical moments,  our
midfield applied relentless
pressure, and our forwards
executed on the score-
board. We have a brand of
football that holds up in big
games, and that was
evident over the last two
weeks. We'll need to bring
that same intensity against
Central Districts Football
Club this Sunday.

It was also a really pleasing
effort from our Reserves on
Saturday morning as they

worked their way past
Woodville West Torrens
and into a Preliminary Final
against Norwood  this
coming Saturday. It was a
much-improved performance
from the previous week.
While it wasn't pretty, it was
a solid, finals-type brand of
football, and the group
showed resilience over four
quarters to get the result.
Playing in these high-
stakes games is invaluable
for the development of our
younger players, and we
look forward to seeing them
in  action again this
Saturday.

As we head
Preliminary Final against
Central District Football
Club on Sunday afternoon,
our focus is on diligent
recovery before diving into
our preparation. We have
confidence in where we are

into  the

as a group but are fully
aware of the challenges
ahead. We can't wait for
the opportunity. Yester-
day's energy and support
from our fans were
fantastic. Our playing group
often says, "Relentless for
120" — it might take until
the last second to get the
result, but we are relentless
in our pursuit until the final
whistle. This is much easier
to chase when we have the
noise and energy from the
crowd behind us. We're
looking forward to seeing a
big turmout next Sunday
afternoon.

Go The Bays

Darren Reeves,
Senior Coach
glenelgfc.com.au



