Round 9, 2022

Glenelg v West @ Glenelg

Won 5 pts
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Glenelg: Partington, Snook,
Gerloff, Searle, Proud,
Bailey.

West: P. Fairlie, Hartlett,
Brand, Stevens, Edwards,
Beech, Cleeland.
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Glenelg: Stagg 3, Kuller,
Reynolds, Allen 2, Lyons,
Hosie, Gerloff, Partington,
Searle, Crompton.

West: Beech 4, Ellem,

C. Fairlie 2, Stevens, Edwards,
Gore, Keough, Park.

Morgan, Galletly, Bennett.

1211 at ACH Group Stadium,
Glenelg.

GORDON ARMSTRONG

GLENELG defied an extraordinary
fightback from winless West Adelaide
and torrid conditions to take the points
in a thriller at Glenelg on Saturday.
The Tigers were never headed but
could count themselves lucky a few
players stood up in the crunch, the siren
sounding as West bombarded the goal
with just five points between the sides.
Having led by just one point late in
the last quarter the game looked safe
for the Bays when Matthew Allen and
Kyle Crompton goaled to push the
margin out to 13 points but West
showed enormous courage when Cal-
lum Park and Connor Fairlie replied.

The game had looked a possible
blowout when the Bays led by 37 points
in the second term.

But from 23 minutes into the second
quarter West piled on 4.2 without reply
to eat into the deficit, down by just 11
points at half-time.

BLOODS JUST MISS

Glenelg, which looks to have lost its
killer instinct, kicked 10 goals without a
miss to West's 12.10 after quarter-time,
the Bloods unlucky to continue a losing
run stretching back to May 2 last year.

Relieved Glenelg coach Brett Hand
said there was plenty for his team to
work on.

“In the end we were happy to escape
with the win,” Hand said.

“Our first quarter-and-a-half was

outstanding but from there West was
really good.

“We just didn't lift and why we
dropped off we have to work out and
address.

“We have had two weeks of games
with slogging conditions so maybe that
had something to do with it.

“But credit to West. They have really
fought games out and have been in
many games.”

Bloods coach Brad Gotch said his

players were gutted with the narrow
loss but said there were plenty of good
aspects to focus on.

“I am really proud of the way the
guys stuck to it after being so far down
and then having a chance to win it in
the end,” Gotch said. “And to play so
well for Tom Keough's 150th game and
in the heritage jumper was great.

“We feel we are improving and mak-
ing inroads. We are pushing sides but
good sides find a way to kick a goal
when they need.

“We feel we are not far off.”

Luke Partington (36 possessions),
Matt Snook and Cole Gerloff were
among the Bays' best, while Pat Fairlie
(30 possessions), Hamish Hartlett,
Kaiden Brand and Jono Beech (four
goals) all featured for the Bloods.

Keough kicked a goal in his mile-
stone game.

Tigers debutant Jarrad Parish had
nine possessions.

Tigers hold off the Bloods

— Brett Hand, Senior Coach

With the weather conditions
being quite wet and windy
on Saturday, it was going to
come down to who could
most effectively control the
best and adapt to the
conditions. Although West
haven’t had any success on
the ladder this season, their
past few games have been
ultra competitive and we
knew we were in for a tough
contest.

We started the game well,
with our first quarter being
efficient as we had 22 inside
50 entries kicking with the
wind. We were clean with
the ball and used it well
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kicking a couple of goals.
We were on top in the
midfield and we were getting
our hands on the ball first.

We began the second
quarter in the same way that
we did the first. However,
from about the 20 minute
mark, West lifted and we
took our foot off of the pedal
so to speak, so we were
outplayed for the last part of
the quarter. We gave away a
number of free kicks and
turned the ball over which
proved costly.

The third quarter was a
really good tough contest
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and West continued to
challenge us by capitalising
on our turnovers. Max Proud
was proving to be a strong
pillar in defence, stopping
many of West's entries and
setting up our play. Cole
Gerloff was playing his best
game for the club and
applying plenty of pressure
in the midfield and in the
forward line. With West
preparing to come home
with a strong wind behind
them, we were keen to start
the last quarter well.

Luke Partington and Billy
Stretch were instrumental in
the last quarter, and for the

the ball in our forward line
but were unable to hit the
scoreboard. After West
managed to kick the first
goal of the last quarter we
were able to string together
a few passages of play. This
resulted in three goals for
the quarter and allowed us
to hold on to a narrow 5-
point win.

Although we won, we made
a number of  errors
throughout the game which
we will address and review
strongly leading into our next
match against Sturt.

going forward, with Staggy considering the conditions first seven minutes we held
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Obsession with

drafts rips talent
from clubs

T a Magarey Medal
count in the old
Football Park
convention centre
way back in
eptember 1994, Gary
Window, the 1965 winner of the
SANFL's ultimate individual award,
grabbed me by the arm. “We can't let
this night fade away,” he said. “You
blokes have to keep this going.”

There was a plaintive urgency in
his voice but it was obvious what he
meant. It was four years into the
Adelaide Football Club’s AFL journey
and the impact on the SANFL had
been dramatic.

By “you blokes™, he obviously
meant those of us who had embarked
on the AFL journey.

It's obvious we failed him. The
Crows gobbled up all the media
attention, Tony Modra was the
biggest football star the state had
seen and the local SANFL clubs
struggled for media recognition. In
some cases, their survival was at risk.

Window's premonition was
prophetic. The AFL has impacted
dramatically on our South Australian
football institutions. The Magarey
Medal, for one, doesn't have the same
status it did when Window pipped
Neil Kerley on the last count of the
night. Can vou even remember who
won it last vear?

The AFL dominates the news feeds
and the football telecasts, makes its
own rules and has little or no
consideration for the local leagues. It's
the elite competition but it's also the
ruling body of the Australian game.

Unfortunately, it doesn't support
the local league. It tries to crush them
into submission with its ridiculous
rule changes and interpretations. But
nothing is more soul destroying to the
local clubs than the mid-season
rookie draft, which rips players out of
the local clubs haltway through their
campaigns.

This on top of a cleverly disguised
“pre-season supplemental selection

period”, which is not as disruptive as
the mid-season draft but can still
impact dramatically, as it did for
Woodville-West Torrens when it lost
premiership heroes Jack Hayes and
James Tsitas before this season began.

At last count, there were four
different drafts - the national draft,
the rookie draft, the “pre-season
supplemental selection period™ and
the mid-season rookie draft.

Seriously, how many draft periods
does the AFL clubs need? How much
more disruptive and disrespectful can
the AFL be?

The mid-season rookie draft has
become a farce. Its original stated
objective was to help AFL teams cover
the loss of players to season-ending
injuries. Now it’s just a greedy grab for
the next best young players in the
SANFL, WAFL and VFL.

The most ridiculous scenario is
here in South Australia, where plavers
can be ripped from their local clubs to
play for the rival Crows or Port
Adelaide SANFL teams in the same
competition. A classic example is
Brett Turner, who has been drafted
from Glenelg to the Crows, where
he'll likely play in its SANFL team.
Both teams are SANFL premiership
contenders. In Turner’s case,
however, it seems a strange choice
because he is still recovering from a
foot injury.

Besides, how many more 185cm
midfielders do the Crows need? So
much for immediate need.

The only positive to this whole
mess is the opportunity it provides for
young footballers to follow their AFL
dream. The social media reactions of
the moments when players realised
they had been drafted demonstrated

just how much it means for them to

get another opportunity. Who is
going to stand in the way of that
ambition? No one.

But the system must change. For
every John Noble or Will Snelling
who has been able to consolidate his
place in an AFL team, there are 10
others who will never play a game.
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Crows' mid-season draftee Brett Turner at West Lakes and
(inset) playing for Glenelg. Picture: Dean Martin

Those 10 others are cannon fodder,
the expendable resource of
incompetent AFL list managers who
work within a flawed AFL system.
The system must change.

If there really is such a need for
extra players to cover season-ending
injuries the simple answer is to
increase the list sizes of the AFL
teams. If those recruiters were doing
their job properly, the talent of Noble,
Snelling, Hayes, Tsitas, Turner and
the other draftees should have been
identified much earlier. They should
already have been on lists after the
national or rookie drafts.

With larger lists and more efficient
list management there is no need for a
mid-season draft.

If, as the AFL claims, there really is
an urgent need to replace a plaver
with a serious injury, the solution is a
mid-year plaver exchange period or,
as Glenelg coach Brett Hand
suggested, a system in which plavers
can be loaned to other teams.

Why does the AFL, which has
adopted so many of the methods of
American sports, continue to reject

any proposals for a mid-year plaver
exchange system?

It could simply be a case of pig-
headedness. More likely it's myopia,
where they have failed to see the
impact on the local clubs and leagues.

We expected change but we
couldn’t have predicted the AFL
would neglect its origins and show
so little disrespect for the historic
local leagues.

still, there are positives. Back in
1994, Window could never have
foreseen he would watch his grand-
daughter, Piper, play in a SANFLW
premiership win for Glenelg.

However, his apprehension for the
state of the local game was justified.

We couldn’t keep it going with the
same level of hype.

But that doesn’t mean the AFL can
use SANFL players as cannon fodder.
P.S. Last vear’s Magarey Medal

was jointly won by Bryce Gibbs and
James Tsitas. Sadly, Tsitas is yet to
play a game and is the only player on
the Gold Coast website who doesn't
have a photo on his bio. At least he
made the emergency list this week.

Durdin and Turner selectedin AFLMid-SeasonRookie Draft

June 2, 2022

Tiger duo

Brett Turner and Sam

outstanding shape,” Crows Recruiting

at the Bay and I've absolutely loved my

Durdin have been picked up in the
AFL Mid-Season Rookie Draft by
Adelaide Football Club and Carlton
Football Club.

Turner was the first SANFL player to be
given an opportunity at Pick 4, with the
Crows stating they jrate Brett very
highly” and have been impressed with
the midfielders performances over the
past 18 months.

“His early-season form has been
outstanding and clearly above SANFL
level, he deserves an opportunity, he
has done a fot of extra work and
presented his body and conditioning in

Manager Hamish QOgilvie said on the
Adelaide Football Club website.

Meanwhile Durdin, selected with Pick
13, has been given a second chance to
play at the elite level, with a key
opportunity presenting itself in the
Blues” injury-hit backline.

Speaking on the AFL Mid-Season
Rookie Draft livestream last night,
Durdin said Glenelg has been key in
reigniting his passion and enjoyment for
footy.

“The first time round [in the AFL] didn't

work out how | would have looked like,
so fortunately enough | went to Glenelg

time there. | was able to play some
good footy and now ['ve got this
opportunity, so yea I'm very fortunate to
have a second crack,” he said.

“I wanted to get back to enjoying footy
and work on what makes me a good
player — launching at the footy and
really dominating my opponent. With
the enjoyment side, at Glenelg I've had
the most fun I've ever had in a fooly
environment, and I'm sure at Carlton it'll
be no different so | cant wait to get
stuck into it.”



