@ Finell, 10 Footy oy B

The afficial SANFL mewspapear

Victo

By DAVID BURTENSHAW
I T was a long time

coming buf worth
the wait for Wood-
ville-West Torrens.

Overawed by the oppo-
sition and the occasion in
the first half of their first final
for three years, the Eagles
vesterday staged a remark-
able qualifying final come-
back to conquer Glenelg by
11 points and book a semi-
final date with minor prem-
ier Port Adelaide on Sunday.

Glenelg, more composed
and surer with its disposal
early, walked off at half-time
with all the momentum and
a 23-point lead.

But the alarm bells went
off loudly in the third quarter
when the Eagles, inspired by
ruckman Rhett Biglands
and the introduction of
Robert Pyman and Matthew
Kluzek to the forward line,
surged to the lead with five
goals. Both teams then won
credit points in a frantic and
tense finish.

Both defences controlled
play in the first quarter. But
Glenelg started to create
holes in the last 14 minutes
of the second term, adding
four consecutive goals.
Wingman Simon Hele,
midfielders Richard Kelly,
Matthew Bode and Nick
Chigwidden and a defensive
unit led by Martin Mellody,
under-rated Michael Raidis
and full back Damien Gigney
were providing countless op-
portunities for their for-
wards.

Fortunately for Mickan's
outfit, the work of centre
half-back John McCarthy,
captain Andrew Rogers,
Adam Pearce, Jason Dylan
and Gavin Colville limited
the damage. Enter Pyman
and Matthew Kluzek to en-
gineer the breakthrough.
Pyman, reading the play to
perfection, snared two goals
and gave away another while
the older Kluzek brother
starred across half-forward
as the Eagles started to find
space. Biglands, who started
to jump over Matthew Gold-
ing in the second ferm, be-
came dominant in the centre
square and with Dylan, slip-
pery Darren Holland, Adam
Ugrinic and Matthew
Whelan providing the zip,
Glenelg started to struggle
fo get to the contests.

The loss of Raidis (ham-
string) and a heavy knock
suffered by Golding also did
not assist the Tigers, who
managed just one goal in the

Eagles 11.13 (79) d Glenelg 10.8 (68)
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Picioane, Kelly, Ghlgmddnn Carr,

SCORERS - Eagles: Dyian 3.1, Pyman, M. Kluzek 2.1, Pavlich 1.2,
Wiggins, McCarthy, Florean: 1.0, Biglands, Cicolella, Pearce, C. Kluzek 0.1,

rushed 0.4. Glenalg: McEntee 2.1, Hi
Mellody, Comes, Picioane, Jameson 1.

ing 2.0, Bade 1.3, Micholas 1.1,
 Care 0.1, rushed 0.2,

INJURIES - Glenelg: Sherwood (concussion), Raidis (hamstring).
UMPIRES = Rowston, Chambers, Inge.

CROWD - 14,550 at Football Park,

third term. Glenelg came
home with the wind but it
was the Eagles which hit
hardest first, goals to Dylan
and McCarthy pushing the
margin to 17 points.
Exciting forward Ben
McEntee goaled to reduce
the gap, rover Sudjai Cook
grabbed the mark of the
year, and after Eagles rookie
Mathew Pavlich missed his
chance to seal the result,
another strong mark by Rod
Jameson made the differ-
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ence four points.

But Matthew Kluzek
dragged down a big mark on
the EL'IEE of the goalsquare
and gave the Eagles the
ticket to play Port.

Best afield was McCarthy,
the former Fitzroy forward
whose arrival at Woodville
this season at the age of 32
caused some debate.
Dropped to the reserves last
month, he has responded
with three great league
games across half-back.
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worth the wait

Gigney as a seagull joins the fight for the football yesterday.
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YESTERDAY'S QUALIF\"IHG FINAL STATISTICS

Frees Soores MR Tackles

RBIGLANDS
i KLUZEK

R PYMAN
EMOGREGOR
M PAVLICH
JIOYLAM
JFLOREAM
APEARCE

A LGRIMIC
R.SHIRLEY

B FREWEN
AROGERS
JMCOCARTHY
SHALL
MWHELAN
GAMGEINS
GLCOLVILLE
JCICOLELLA
M KLUZEK

D BARNES
DHOLLAKD
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BIRDS FLY: Eagle Mathew Pavlich crashes inlo Glenelg's Matthew Golding and Damien

Picture: SARAH REED.

Mickan’s delight
at fightback

By WARREN PARTLAND

WOODVILLE-West
Torrens coach Mark
Mickan has heaped
praise on his players for
their commitment to
overcoming Glenelg in
a hard-fought qualify-
ing final.

Mickan, whose calm
demeanor consistently
enables him to keep his
emotions a secref, gave
the Eagles a slap on the
back for their tremen-
dous fighting gualities
which earned them a
second semi-final elash
with Port Adelaide.

The former star
ruckman was adamant
the side's desperation
and perseverence, while
operating as a single
unit, got them across
the line.

‘““Honesty and
perseverence are great
qualities and that was
proven again today,”
Mickan said. ‘“"We
weren't terribly ef-
ficient but our effort to
win the ball was terrific.

“When we were down
at half-time I told the
players anything can
happen if they just kept
being honest. I couldn't
he critical how hard we
went in all day, even in
the second quarter
which got away from us.

“That was in our
favor - we were very

Monday,

competitive even when
the game was against
us. We maintained our
competitiveness and it
served us well.”

Always loath to single
out individuals for
plaudits, Mickan again
pushed his thoughts
that the Eagles must
have many plavers
doing well for the side
to find success.

Mickan said the
Eagles would have to
repeat the tenacious
team effort to conquer
the Magpies, who he
tagged the pacesetters
of the SANFL.

Glenelg coach Tony
McGuinness was criti-
cal of his players for
creating the half-time
ascendency, only to al-
low the Eagles to take
the initiative.

The Tigers now face a
first semi-final confron-
tation with a back-in-
business Norwood in a
battle of survival

“They (Eagles) ran
hard in the third quar-
ter and created a lot of
opportunities - every-
thing we did in the first
half,” McGuinness said.

“If was a classic case
of 2 team which worked
harder ... simple as
that. There are differ-
ent levels of workrate
and you have got to be
working at an intense
level in a final all day.”
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Torrens and

Glenelg are confident of
overcoming early nerves in
today's qualifying final —
the biggest game in
seasons for -both clubs.

With a host of young players
driving the Eagles to their first
finals appearance since 1996 and
a new-look Glenelg back in the
major round after a five-year ab-
sence, the qualifving final pits the
twoleast experienced sides inthe
five against each other.

But both coaches are talking
up their chances of a bold show-
ing — and moving to within one
win of a grand final berth.

“I wouldn't expeet anything to
he any different from what we've
shown this year in the minor
round,” Glenelg coach Tony
McGuinness said.

“T think all sides in the five are
prefty tight. There’s not a great
deal of difference between them.

“It’s now a matter of us playing
at the level we can.”

Eagles coach Mark Mickan has
falked to his young charges
about nerves, but only to fell
them they are a part of any final,
regardless of experience.

“Even people who play a lot of
finals say there is a nervous factor
early in the game,” he said.

“It’s important for our players
to come to terms with that early
and understand it when it hap-
pens and deal with it.

“It's something we've dis-
cussed, but not something any-
one's worried about.”

After years on the sidelines in
September, there is a sense of
excitement and expectation sur-
rounding both clubs.

With stellar minor rounds earn-
ing them the double chance, the
Eagles and Tigers can put them-
selves within one game of the
grand final with victory today.

For teams that finished sixth
and last in 1999, it is heady
territory.

For the Eagles, which went
within a whisker of winning the
minor premiership this year, “the
Glenelg hurdle” has been the
only one it has not been able to
overcome this season.

Nerve factor
tests young

M EAGLES v GLENELG

PauL KERMODE

Ken McGregor

Glenelg has won three tight
contests between the teams this
year, posing the only slight ques-
tion mark on the Eagles’ growing
self-confidence,

“I think we've come a long way
with our level of self-belief and I
think we've earnt the right to
have a reasonable level of self-
belief,” Mickan said.

"“We still have to get over that
Glenelg hurdle and that’s a self-
helief factor. But our young side
has started to mature — we've
hecome a lot more consistent.”

The Tigers are felding almost
their strongest side of the season
today, welcoming back Matthew
Golding, Rod Jameson and Chad
Cornes into the side which beat
West in the last minor round fo
secure the double chance.

The Eagles also look stronger
for the inclusion of key forward
Ken McGregor, ruckman Rhett
Biglands and onballer Gavin
Colville.

The battle between the Eagles’
Colville, Justin Cicolella and
Adam Pearce and Glenelg's
Lance Ficoane, Nick Chigwidden
and Richard Kelly in the midfield
looms as the most important.

With Matthew Bode, Brett
Higgins, Josh Carr and Sudjai
Cook as back-up, the Tigers look
to have a more even spread of
runners across the ground.

@ Tip: Glenelg (13-24).
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Chad Cornes ... returns to full forward

QUALIFYING FINAL - Eagle

i -

at Football Park, today 3.20pm
THE TEAMS
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Interchange: Interchange (from):
M. Kluzek 27, Ruck: Ruck: Scripps 13,
Barnes &, Wiggins 38 Golding 26, Tipuamantamerri 49,
Holland 25, Colville 23 Picicane 36, Bartlett 14, Cook 44,
Cicolella 51.

Chigwidden 21.
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winstanley 11, Gigney 33.




