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Norwood battling to

» [ ]
Premiership table
W L D F A % Pt
GLENELG ... 12 2 1 1893 1347 5842 25
PORT ..o 12 3 0 1897 1440 5685 24
NMORWOOD . 9 & 0 1638 1299 5577 18
NORTH ........ 9 6 0 1503 1227 5505 18
CENMTRAL .... 7 8 0 1562 1603 4835 14
South ........... T 8 0 1458 1645 4699 14
Toens ... 6 9 0 1297 1518 4607 12
West ........... 5 9 1 1423 1840 4381 11
Woodvilie ... 5 10 0 1383 1618 456.08 10
Sturt ....oooveeee 2 13 0 1270 1787 4154 4
Goalkickers
L e B | 1 R A e e e e i 82.48
A. Jakovich (Woodville) ........ccoocveneinccninnrenne.. B0L48
3 g (GIemmIgl .. oicoiorie nsmsminnmissaimm s 54.24
R. Mandemakor [Central) ..., 45.22
D. Stoackel [SOUtN) .....cccvcmivnmsmmmssmmssrassrsn vars siabisss 40.31
J. Weeading (Norwood) ... 38.11
18t 2nd 3rd Final Pts
GLENELG........... 4.2 8.6 7.10 1114 {Hll
NORWOOD......... 4.0 8.0 14 113 69

BEST — GLENELG: Marshall, Gibbs, Lamb, Thompson,
Symonds, Hallahan, Jameson. NORWOOD: Warhurst, Aish,
Pascoe, Jarman.

SCORERS — GLEMELQ: Lamb 4.1, Maynard 3.0, Symaonds
2.4, Elias 2.1, Sallsbury 0.2, Bartiett, Marshall, Liptak,
Thompson 0.1, rushed 0.2. NORWOOD: Aish, Pascoe 4.0,
Thomas 2.1, Payna 1.0, Maynard 0.1, rushed 0.1.
UMPIRES — Rick Kinnaar, Mark Mackia.

it 2nd 3d  Final Pts
CENTRAL........... 52 9.4 1412 1818 (112)
STURT ..ccncrvrerseene 1.1 43 64 137  (85)

BEST — CENTRAL: Smith. Chaplin, Schwerdt, Lounder,
Hocking, Mandemaker, Lee. STURT: Argus. Johns,
Whittlasea, Bonner, O'Keetla.

SCORERS — CENTRAL: Cofee 50, Mandemaker 4.1,
Chaptin 3.1, Ghazi 2.1, Lynn 2.0, Smith, Girdham, Hockin
0.2, Schwardt, Ingarson, McAdam 0.1, rushed 0.4. STURT:
Bonner 5.1, Wal ns:t]y. Radbone, Argus 2.1, Whittlesea,
Higgins 1.0, Schoell 0.1, rushed 0.2.

INJURIES — CENTRAL: Mandemaker (sore ribs). STURT:
O’Keeffe (strained cruciate ligament, right knee).
UMPIRES — Grasme Schutz, David Waston.

2nd 3rd Final Pts
43 10.7 169 1816 (132

TDHHEF.IE ........... 4.2 86 148 1713 (11

BEST - SOUTH: Bickley, Smart, Mcintyre, Trevena,
Kappler, Dewhirst, Grummett, Heath, TORRENS:
Weidemann, Payze, Pisanl, Maade, Geyer, Morphett.
SCORERS — : Mcintyra 4.3, Tatterson 4.2, Winton,
Bicklay 2.1, Keam 2.0, Smart, Klenjans 1.1, Heath, Stoachel,
Dilon 1.0, rushed 0.7. TORREWS: Bullus 3.3, Neave,
Schache 3.2, Weidemann, Popplestone 2.0, Lindsay, Smith
1.1, Meade, Payze 1.0, Morphett 0.1, rushed 0.3.
INJURIES — SOUTH: McCarty (shoulder).

UMPIRES — John Hylton, Richard Williams.

st

it 2dnd 3d Final Pts
PORT ...ccoenmmnvenrns 8.4 89 .12 2718 (1789)
WEST ... e 2.2 6.4 74 1010 (T0)
BEST — PORT: Hodges, Williams, Brown, Hutton, Ginever,

D. Smith, Foster, Treganza, M. Williams, Abarnathy, WEST:
A. Fialke, Grosser, Fitzsimmons.

SCORERS — PORT: s 145, D. Smith, R. Boyd 2.2,
Tragenza 2.1, A. Smith, Ginever 2.0, Brown, Hufton 1.1,
Wanganeen 1.0, Hynes, 5. Williams, 0.1, rushad 0.2. WEST:
A Fualke 310, Fizsimmons 2.0, Goss 1.3, Murray 1.2, G.
Fieflke 1.1, Ross, Winton 1.0, Banfield 02, A ke 0.1,
rushed 0.1

:H.IUHIEH — PORT - Philips (hamatring), Mortheast
UMPIRES — Laurie Argent, Rod McGovem.

1st and 3d Finsl Pta
MNOATH............... 34 79 1113 1413 %
WOODVILLE ...... 23 7.8 76 1213

BEST — NORTH: Hart, Jarman, Tasker, Redden, Ryan,
Kiomp, Clisby WOODVILLE: Dettmann, Haylock. Lunn,
Champion, McDonald.

SCORERS — MNORTH: Hart 4.1, Jarman 2.2, Tasker 2.1,

Craig 2.0, Bond 1.3, Bennett, Redden, Kiomp 1.0, Parsons,
Dixon, Barratt 0.1, rushad 0.3. WOOQDVILLE: Jakovich 3.1,
Champion 2.0, Klug, Klemm 1.2, Ha 1.1, Moora,

Totham, Lunn, P. Schwarz 1.0, Cox 0.2, Fuller, Grant 0.1,
rushed 0.3.

INJURIES — NORTH: Trenorden (slight concussion).
UMPIRES — Michael Atbott, Stephen Semmier.

Crowds

Yeostarday

Football Park (Glenelg v Norwood) ..........coceveeee 15,298

Saturday

Foothall Perk (Central v Strt) ..o 3645

Adelaide Oval (Torens v South) ........ccoccveicinna 3368

Albarton Oval (Port v West) ....iiiirine e ceees 7805

Woodville Oval (North v Woodville) ..........cc........ 2561
Totll it e e 32 AT7

This war not
so simple ...

stay third

Norwood suddenly is in danger
of -losing third position in league
football's final five — and the
double chance that goes with it.

The Redlegs' third loss in four
matches, this time by 11 points to
league leader Glenelg at Football
Park yesterday, left it level on points
(18) with North Adelaide, but retain-
ing third place by only .72 per cent.

With five minor round series to go.
Norwood has to play two of the other
four teams in the top five — North
and Port Adelaide. North must meet
three of themm — Glenelg, Norwood
and Central District.

Their programs are: Norwood —
South Adelaide (Adelaide Ovwval),
West Torrens (Football Park), Wood-
ville (Norwood), North (Norwood),
Port (Football Park). North — Sturt
(Prpspect), Glenelg (Football Park),
South (Football Park), Norwood
(Norwood), Central (Prospect).

Glenelg (25 points) and Port (24)

are guaranteed the double chance as
they strive for the minor prem-
iership.
_ Glenelg still has to play West
Adelaide (Football Park), North
(F'ootball Park), Central (Elizabeth),
Torrens (Football Park) and Sturt
iGlenelg).

Port will play Woodville (Wood-
ville), South (Alberton), Sturt (Adel-
aide), Centiral (Alberton), Norwood
(F'ootball Park).

Glenelg should have won by a
bigger margin than 11 points vester-
day. It had 25 scoring shots to
Norwood's 14.

Norwood kicked 7.1 of its 11.3 in 30
minutes — from the start of the
time-on period of the second quarter
to the same time in the third term,
during which Glenelg managed only
1.2 of its 11.14.

Helped by its remarkable accura-
cy, Norwood led by 15 points at
three-quarter time — 11.1 to 7.10 —
but Glenelg finished the better side
on the day and added 4.4 to Nor-
wood's 0.2 in the last quarter.

Glenelg coach Graham Cormnes
said: “It was a hard, desperate game.
We had a lot more of it than the
scoreboard indicated, but Norwood
kKept coming at us.

“While the conditions (a soft twf
and a stiff south-westerly wind) did
not improve the game as a spectacle,
it still was a classic, tough en-
counter.

“Qur pressure was good, although
we were wasting the footy. But we
Idiept working hard and wore them

OWT.

“In the end, we were more efficient
up forward.”

Cornes said he had been affected
personally by the Port Adelaide-
inspired traumas of the past week.

“It's been the most deflating week
I've had in footy,” he said. “To
maintain your focus of concentration
has been terribly difficult.

“I hope it hasn't affected players.
It's their job to get out there and
play. But there are some who are
thinkers and who are concermed
about their futures. They’'ll obvious-
ly be affected.”

Norwood coach Neil Balme said:
“We made far too many errors and
fumbled too much early. If we had
taken advantage of our opportuni-
ties, we would have been well up.

“Qur hard-working effort in the
third quarter was very good. We had
enough chances early in the last
guarter to win but, through poor
execution and without a little luck,
we didn't.

“We didn't run hard enough in the
last 10 minutes.”

FOOTBALL

-

Glenely 4.2 6.8 7.10 11.14 (80)
Norwood 4.0 6.0 11.1 103 (69)

SCORERS — Glenelg: Lamb 4.1, Maynard
3.0, Symonds 2.4, Elias 2.1, Bartlett, Marshall,
Liptak, Thompson 0.1, rushed 0.4. Norwood:
Aish, Pascoe 4.0, Thomas 2.1, Payne 1.0,
Maynard 0.1, rushed Q.1. : 1

EST — Glenelg: Marshall, Gibbs, Salisbury,
Lamb, Christie, Thompson, Symonds, Jameson,
Hallahan. Norwood: Aish, Hall, Thomas,

S
¢

-

Warhurst, D'Antiochia.

Umpires — Rick Kinnear, Mark Mackie.
Crowd — 15,296.
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Another mark, another goal ... Glenelg’s Clayton

Lamb kicked four goals in his team’s win over
Norwood at Football Park yesterdoy. Piciure: NEON MARTIN

Balme rejected the theory Nor-
wood lacks pace.

“Over the day, we probably did,"”
he said. “But it was more the lack of
effort to run rather than straight out
pace.

“The Glenelg players worked har-
der than our guys. We didn't deserve
to win. We had our chances.”

Glenelg's last-guarter resurgence

coincided with Norwood ruckman
John Hall's premature retirement
from the match, eight minutes into
the last quarter.

Hall had been one of Norwood's
best players, spending much more
time on the field than big Mark
Pittman, who sprung off the inter-
change bench when Hall needed to
rest.

“It was John's decision to go off,”
Balme said. “I had told him to run
until he wanted to. We thought
about bringing him back about the
20-minute mark, but eventually
didn’t recall him.”

Glenelg was set in motion, especi-
ally in the first half, by centreman
David Marshall, who had more im-
pact on proceedings than his oppo-
nent, Andrew Jarman — even if their
bald statistics were comparable.

Ross Gibbs, Robbie Thompson
and Rod Jameson were aggressive,
bustling defenders, Clayton Lamb
and Tony Symonds were damaging
half-forward flankers, Scott Salis-
bury was a belligerent ball of inspira-
tion in his following role and Paul
Hallahan roved creatively.

In a team that had few full-time
workers, four-goal follower-forward
Michael Aish was Norwood's most
effective player, supported best by
Hall, half-forward Keith Thomas,
centre half-back Tom Warhurst and
back pocket Jerry D’Antiochia.

By GeorrF RoacH

She was 70 if she was
a day and the light of
victory shone in her
eyes as brightly as it
must have on the August
afternoon 45 years ago
when World War II's car-
nage finally ended.

She had just seen her
Tigers, “"Cornesy’s Boys",
heroically turn imminent
defeat in{ﬂ a stirringly de-
termined, courageous
Football Park victory over
the eastern suburbs en-
emy, Norwood.

And, as the siren
sounded, the sheer joy of
it was more than sufficient
tc lift her spirits above the
sickening saga of Port Ade-
laide’s treacherous defec-
tion to the AFL.

“Let Port go wherever
they want. We won't miss
them,” she said defiantly
to her equally venerable

female companion, hoist-
ing her basket like an
Armalite rifle and plung-
ing determinedly into the
crowd’s surge.

‘“The AFL can have
them, and their sup-
porters,” agreed the friend
as she followed her leader
out of the trenches.

If unlg if it was all that
simple. If only everyone's
resolve and optimism
could mirror that of those
two little old ladies.

Then, indeed, the Port
crisis might seem less like
Armageddon and be per-
ceived only as the gru b}lr,
Cairo backstreet deal it
truly is, with the AFL act-
ing a familiar role as
hawker and Port’s board
ensnared by their gulli-
bility, greed and delusions
of false grandeur.

But it isn't that simple,
and now will never be.

As Glenelg and Nor-
wood’'s banners indicated

yesterday, it's them and us
now in a bitter fight for
survival.

To all but themselves,
the SA image and presence
of the Port Adelaide Foot-
ball Club must equate with
that of Vichy France for
decades to come,

But it also remains to be
seen whether the other SA
clubs have the guts, will
and resources to with-
stand the mortal thrust
from within.

Certainly they will need
to show immeasurably
more than they have in
dealing with their own ob-
vious weaknesses of re-
cent years, those which
have led frustrated Port
down their yellow brick
road.

But if finally the clubs
face up to the public’'s ex-
pectations, maybe SA fans
could look forward every
week to four, Erefarahljr
three, games like yester-
day’s.

Though it was rarely
pretty and often little
more than a movin
scrum, it at least provide
the essential scent of con-
test and commitment.

There was a lesson
there, too. In the end, the
team which worked hard-
est and which refused to
give in won the day.

It was a telling, char-
acter-filled triumph for
the Tigers who were very
mindful of Andrew
Jarman's last round gibes
that they are toothless
without their skipper,
Chris McDermott.

Instead it was Norwood
who came up gummy after
John Hall's departure in
the eighth minute of the
final quarter, apparently
of his own volition.

Hall might indeed have
been exhausted. He had
given his best and
strongest display of the
Season.

But once he went,
Norwood could not move
further than a kick-out
from its goal square, one
that was invariably snared
and hurled back by a Gary
Chrsitie, Allan Bartlett or
Chris Melican.

It wasn't only in the air
and in the mind where the
Tigers won though. Their
mosquito fleet, led
inspirationally yet again
by the inexhaustible, or-
thodox polish of David
Marshall and the exuber-
ance of Tony Symons,

roved too fleet for the

egs.

It was a win which estab-
lished Glenelg's premier-
ship credentials beyond
further doubt and a loss
which, mathematically at
least, may have con-
demned Norwood, once
more, to the periphery.
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| By Sean Whittington |

Port Adelaide’s move
to join the AFL is set to
provide the catalyst for
the total overhaul of
the SANFL competi-
tion.

An eight-team league, a re-
vamp of ¢lub boundaries and
ground rationalisation are like-
ly to be immediate priorities,
even if Port's AFL bid fails.

The question now is which
clubs will merge. Although no
¢lub would speak publicly
about proposals, some directors
indicated radical changes
needed to be implemented from
as early as next year to rescue
the SANFL from its current
volatile position.

A possibility is that the expul-
sion of Port Adelaide could
precipate a merger between
Torrens and Woodville who
could take over part of Port's
territory, also assisting West by
expanding its boundaries.

The positioning of four clubs
in the general western area has
been a major concern for some
years. Whichever way you look
at the argument, one SANFL
team will have to go, either
through a merger — which
seems the more popular avenue
— or disbandment.

The SANFL, and for that
matter the league clubs them-
selves, can ill afford to have one
team out with a bye each week.

But the question remains,
which club will take the bit
between its teeth and negotiate
with another club for a merger?

The endangered clubs appear
to be South Adelaide, West
Torrens, Woodville and West.

The club In the front line is
embattled South Adelaide.

Already hundreds of

—SA's Mr Football, Central
District coach Mell Kerlay

thousands of dollars in the red,
South members had to fight
earlier this year just to survive
for the season.

But South Adelaide general
manager Ray Hendrie refuted
claims his club would be the one
to merge. However, he did agree
the Magpies' proposal would
open the gates for the Panthers
to move further south.

Until now, the State Govern-
ment has refused to designate a
site in the Noarlunga area fora
sports complex.

“I think the geographics in
the western suburbs hold the
key to a merger between two
clubs,” said Mr Hendrie,

“Logically, the local game
would have to become an eight-
team competition.

“The | SANFL) might
encourage West Torrens and
Woodville to get together.

“There is far less reason for
South Adelaide to get involved
(in a merger) because of it ser-
vicing the southern suburbs.
That has to be our future.”

Another team under threat is
West Torrens, operating in the
congested western and north-
western suburbs. Torrens presi-
dent Rex Sellers said his club
would “go it alone” and was not
interested in an amalgamation.

“At no stage has the (club)
board or members suggested we
are interested in merging,” said
Mr Sellers. “And although the
club is not actively seeking a
merger, it-has always stated it
would listen to another club
about the topic.

“All our middle term financial
planning has been towards 1993,
Our plan to be debi-free by that
time would be stalled if, and at
this stage it is only if, Port
enters the AFL.”

West Adelaide also is in the
firing line. Earlier this year, ¢club
officials held talks with South
about merger possibilities,

West general manager Doug

Emotions might
say ‘no’ but
cOmMMmonsense
will say ‘yaﬂ'_,

— Port Adelalde Football Club
president, Brute Webdr

Thomas defiantly stated his
club would not go under.

“Already there are clubs that
have spoken to one another
gbout merging,” ne said. “We
spoke with South Adelaide
prior to this, and Torrens and
Woodville have spoken.

“That (a merger) is not an
insurmountable problem ... it
can happen.

“Port’s decision does not
threaten the existence of the
West Adelaide Football Club.

“We are one of the wealthier
clubs in the league. Our land is
our own, it is not owned by the
council as is Port Adelaide's.

“And while we have had some
losses, we have had some very

financical years over a
period of nine or 10 years.

“Our reserves have been very
good and they have allowed us

-to kKeep on trading profitably

with a very limited overdraft.

“There are no panic stations
at West. We just feel that there
has been so much work done to
make this work properly, where-
by a team run by the SANFL
would have been successful in a
national competition.

“We don't believe Port can be
suceessful, nor can it be com-
petitive. It is going to be ex-
tremely hard to win matches
going it alone.

“I believe the SANFL has to
have control of any licence. You
cant get an individual elub
putting itsell above the league.

“That's what Port Adelaide is
doing ... they are absolutely
Ewmmg 100 years of foot-

Mr Thomas safd the SANFL
would be forced to change its
zoning to allow several clubs the
opportunity of signing players
now in Port's area.

*“Their boundaries would be
cut up between the other teams
inM thf mtian.;mhg said.
"Most certainly we w apply
for that to happen. ’

“Perhaps West Tomrens and
Woodville would go down fur-
ther (into Port territory), or if

belleve will
never heal ,

— Adelalde’s lPﬂ'l'“""EI
EDN's Ken Cunn

uruy,
L+ Ll

there was a Woodville-West Tor-
rens merger, they would take
the Port area, then Central (Dis-
trict) could take back Salisbury,
West Adelaide wquld probiably
take over all of the Woodville
area, and Glenelg would take
over some of our area.

*“There would have to be a
re-adjustment of boundaries.”

Woodville is one of the richest
clubs in the State.

Although it has struggled for
success over the years, it boasts
a healthy membership of promi-
nent businessmen and families.

And if club general manager
Mr Geoff Hosking was worried
about his club’s survival, he
wasn't showing it when he
spoke with the Sunday Mail.

“We haven't canvassed the
events of Friday's meeting and
the ramifications it might have
on the club,” said Mr Hosking.

“Until the situation is known
fully, it would be purely
hypothetleal to comment.”

Sturt Football Club president
Guy Lloyd does not believe his
team is in danger of losing its
identity or being forced into a
METEer.

“We have a good supporter
base and operate as an extreme-
ly viable cluo,” said Mr Lloyd.

“I think the competition
needs, and will need in the years
to come, a5 many ¢lubs like ours
as possible.

“All clubs in South Australia
will suffer with Port Adelaide in
the AFL. They draw about 27
per cent of the total football
public support in this State and
that cannot be sneezed at.

“It 15 up to us (as a league) to
survive and find ways to keep
people going to the foothall

“The amalgamation aspect is
one route ... fewer players are
required and as a consequence,
the quality of the game will
improve."

With the Magples proven
crowd pullers even against
lower teams., clubs such as
South, Torrens, West, Woodville

‘ (Port Adelalde)
is plotting a
course of
Hﬂ-destrunﬂnn.,

— Praaldent of
the SANFL, Max Bashear

How war is being waged by letter

Here is the bulk of the SANFL

AFL

Port Adelalde deal very costly to

The SANFL directors have resolved not

letter being distributed among
AFL clubs to try to persuade them
to reject Port's bid.

Dear Sir, The South Australlan National
Football League urges your club to care-
fully consider the implications — financial
or otherwise — of inviting the Port
Adelaide Football Club to join the ranks of
the Australian Football League.

In short, such a move would be disas-
trous for individual member clubs of the
AFL, the AFL itself, the SANFL, and the
general development of Australian Rules
Football.

Why Port Adelaide and not the
SANFL

i the SANFL had been offered a deal
equivalent to that offered to the Port
Adelaide Football Club, the SANFL
directors would almost certainly have
voted towards having a team in the AFL.

Importantly, the fundamental basis of
any SANFL proposal to join the AFL has
always been the need to guarantee the
ongoing viability of the SANFL competi-
tion to' ensure that competition enabled
the continued strong development of
Australian Rules Football,

The net income to be earned by an
SANFL team in the AFL competition was
always earmarked to be shared among the
SANFL clubs to ensure their viability. The
Port Adelaide proposal makes no financial
commitment to any such continued de-

velopment.

You and your club must consider the
financial problems confronting the AFL
and its current clubs on the viability of
Port Adelaide entering the AFL.

For instance, the AFL commissloners
have guaranteed the Port Adelaide Fool-
ball Club an annual disbursement of
$1 million and have also agreed to pay all
Port Adelaide air fares of approximately
$100,000 per year.

To fund this additional $1.1 milllon cost,
the income to be received by the AFL via
the equalisation fund will only be
$330,000.

The AFL has also deferred the payment
of Port Adelalde’'s $4 million licence fee
over 10 years from 1983 and free of any
interest. This “loan” has been offered to a
club with total net assets of $27,874 as at
December 31, 1989. Current net agsets of
the SANFL totalled $9 miilion at June 30,
1990,

What's driving the AFL commis-
sloners?

You must also question the Integrity of
the AFL commissioners on this matter.
They have previously undertaken to deal
only with the SANFL on the issue of a
South Australlan team entering the AFL
competition.

Without any notice or advice to the
SANFL, the AFL entered Into negotiations
and finalised an agreement with the Port
Adelalde Football Club.

Mo Football Park, no Port Adelalde
teams In SANFL
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to allow Port Adelaide to play any AFL
games at Football Park Iin 1991 and have
also resolved not to allow Port Adelaide
teams to compete in the SANFL competi-
tion in season 1991,

Port Adelalde home games will have to
be played at Alberton Oval which has a
capacity to hold around only 12,000
people, no parking facllities and limited
other amentities.

The fact that a Port Adelaide reserves
and under-19 teams will not be permitted
into the SANFL will meéan an additional
burden on the AFL to have these teams in
its competition.

Say “no” to Port Adelaide

These are some of the very real reasons
why your club should reject the entry of
the Port Adelaide Football Club to the AFL
and we urge you to vote "no" on Monday

night. =

How the clubs

Likely votes of the 14.clubs at
this stage are:
Brisbane ............... No.
Cariton.......... Undecided
Collingwood............ MNo.
Essendon ......... Likely no.
FHErOY .....0c00 -+ Likely no.
Footscray .............. Mo.
Geelong............... Yes
Hawthom ......... Likely no
Melbourne ........ Likely no
MNorth Melbourne . Undecided.
Richmond ......... Likedy ro.
StKilda ......... Undecided.
Sydney Swans......... Yes
WestCoast............ Y5,

and to a lesser extent, Sturt,
rely on playing teams like them
to bolster coffers. They budget
for games against Port, Nor-
wood and Glenelg.

“The next few months will be
vital to the survival of foothall
in 8A," said Mr Lloyd.

Ebert’s
view

Port's greatest player of all time,
current Woodville coach Russell
Ebert, believes egos are blocking
straight thinking at Alberton.

Himsell the subject of controversy
three years ago when he was dumped as
Port coach, Ebert, 41, came out pun-
ching when asked to comment on the
Magpies' entry into the AFL.

Speaking on Ken "KG" Cunning-
ham's 5DN sports show, he sald Port
would “drop into the football bucket”.

“I believe (Port's AFL decision) was
done incorrectly,” Ebert said. “Surely
people would realise and leamn from the
Western Australians and Brisbane Bears
and the Sydney Swans that you can't
just go in without a combined front.

"“Unfortunately there are a couple of
egos down there that suddenly have put

individuals bigger than the club.

“And that's not what I have been

ht by Fos Williams (former Port
Adelaide coach) and Bob McLean (legen-
dary player and administrator).

“I was always taught that the club is
blgger than the individual.

“Unfortunately, there are a couple of
people down there (Port Adelaide)
whose egos are far too big to see that the
club, the competition and the SANFL is
far greater than they will ever be.

*“They have got to be stopped.”

Ebert's career began with Port in 1968,
when he went on to set an Australian
record of 446 league games and won a
record four Magarey Medals.

6_ We urge the
SANFL to
carefully
analyse the

benefits .,

— Ausirallan Football League
executive commissioner. Alan
Schwab

League
lobby

making
ground

A desperate, last-ditch lobby yes-
terday by a group of 11 senior
SANFL club officials seemed to be
furning a number of Melbourne-
based AFL clubs against the histor-
ic bid by Port Adelaide to join the
national competition in 1991.

A Norwood delegation vesterday went to
Melboumne to convinee Fitzroy and Rich-
mond officials that the Port Adelaide pro-
Ject should be totally rejected.

The syndicate, president Nerio Ferraro,
SANFL director Bob Famham and finan
cial director Murray Bray, met Fitzoy
officials before yesterday's mateh against
Richmond and outlined why the Lions
should not back the idea in total.

Famham said that the Port Adelaide
proposal had been “conceived in haste”,

Famham described the Port Adelaide
proposal as “‘deceitful” because it had been
done without telling the SANFL and the
member clubs.

He said the terms offered to Port Adelaide
WETe more generous than offered to South
Australia and would prove very expensive
for the Melbourne clubs.
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‘Kicked in the guts’

cally, and the time is right to do

By MARIA ARMSTRONG

South Australian
footballers generaliy
acknowledge that
Port's move to the AFL
was an inevitable one,
though they're not too
impressed about they
way it was done.

They are concerned about the
effects on the SA competition in
the short term and also about
the effect the move will have on
younger players.

Most vocal opponent to Port's
move is Glenelg's "Captain
Courageous” Chrls McDermott.

“I'mdead against it [think it's
a real kiek in the guts for the
SANFL and for footy in general
in South Australia.

"All this stuff about it being
beneficial for South Australan
footy is crap. The only thing its
beneficial for is Port Adelaide
football club.

“It's just another example of
blokes in power putting the club
hefore football when footy
should be stronger than the club
or the individual

“They say they wanted the
SANFL to support themn vet they
went behind thejr back. The only
way for it to have succeeded
wolld have been for the SANFL
to support it and control it”

MeDermott said no-one could
tell what the eventual outcome
would be for BA footy.

“Obviously it's got to have
some detrimental effect on the
local competition. When you
take away one of the foot
powers it's going to leave a big
hole.

“If they put in a composite
side, you would have got blokes
from each club. But this way I
Just can't see blokes ke Andrew
Jﬁﬂnn%_ Dlirren .{armanT urr a

reg Whittlesea polng to play for
Port Adelaide. They'd probably
prefer to go to Victoria, rather
than play for Port Adelaide”™

McDermott savs there are
many more tough decisions

= —1 ‘| don't

'"I:’* won't
wf play for

they had a lot of
options’

Thomas (left),

|;"|'::nunge plarars] if '

they want to and
reach the best
i competition’

Kappler {right).

Captain
ne. Courageous

hits out at
Port move

which still have to e made.

“I guess somebody’s got to bite
the bullet and merge, for the
benefit of footy.”

MeDermott believes Port
would have to cull its players
and recruit new ones to have the
necessary strength to play in the
AFL.

“Al least a few of the blokes in
the slde won't be playing next
vedar. For Port to be competitive
they're going {o have Lo do some
recruiting.”

West Tormrens captain Bruce
Lindsay doesn't agree with the
way Port went "behind every-
one’s back and against general

votlng".

‘ This stuff
about it being
beneficial for
SA footy is

crap ,

Mevertheless, he sald the terms
Port received look to be excel-
lent and appear to be what the
SANFL have been walting for to
enter the competition.

“I think what is required now
is an elght-team competition lo-

see that

— Keith
the club

— David

it.” Lindsay sald.

*I think Port's step has forced
the SANFL to address this prob-
lem, and it goes to show that the
sty mb]'tgg biocks previously en-
countered ean be negotiated.”

Lindsay said Port should have
had the sanction of the SANFL
“but obwiously they had been
down that track and it didn't
work'.

West Torrens footballer
Andrew Pavee sayvs the immedi-
ate concern should be to get on
with the rest of the 54 football
SEA500.

But he added. “I think it wasa
little bit sinister the way Port
went behind the back of the
SANFL, who have tried so hard
to find out what the public
wants.”

Payze said it is difficult to
predict what will happen to SA
foothall.

“Certainly there are going to
be some great changes,” he said.

Norwood footballer Keith
Thomasisinfavor of Port's move
to join the AFL.

“I don't agree with the way
Port nave done it but I don't see
that they had a Iot of options,”
Thomas said. “If you believe that
national competition is the way
to go then Port Adelalde’s action
is probably going to bring that
about guicker than the way the
SANFL was going about it

“I think in a few vears history
will show the Port move did a lot
Il;na::jre good for the game than

Nevertheless, Thomas savs
lpcal football will be hurt in the
short term.

“But it's hurting already and I
think we are forgetting that. The
fact is very few teams are being
supported strongly enough and
even with the retention scherne
in place we are still losing a lot of
players to the AFL," he said.

“Drastic steps needed to be
taken but they hawvent. The
signs have been there for several
vears and nothing has been
done.

“The Port move gives us the
opportunity to make some ad-
ustments. Clubs in the past

ve rejected the ldea of mer
ging, but with the game- in tur-
meil, it has {0 be done. I don't
know what the criteria will be for
merging but it has to be based on
the fAnancial viability of the
clubs.”

South Adelaide footballer
David Kappler sald Port's move
wouldn't affeet him, but he was

] sorty for yvounger plavers.

“They (voung playershwon't be
able to play for the club they
want to and reach the best
competition they can in the
State. They have to try for some-
thing bigger.”

S

Champion Norwood
centreman Andrew
Jarman sayvs he will

honor his contract Ta the 1087 Magarey “Hopefully something
the Redlegs might happen in the
next week or s¢ and
someone might sav
let’s start again and do
it properly with every-
one involved

and would never
contemplate join-
ing Port Hdelmde
in the AFL. :
“T'll never weara black and “I don’t know all the de- :
talls, but I feel sorry for “But from a players point
of view it's scary.
Whicker and those peo- “We just don't know where

white jumper —
Jarman said.
“I intend to play my vears
out with the Norwood
Football Ciub.

wiat club offers me this

“I'm ru::t going through

2 e O 80 ik

Glenelg captain Chris McDermott Is ‘dead
Adelaide declalon to move to the

what I went through at
the beginning of the
season. My allegiance is
to Norwood."

Medallist, joined the
Redlegs at the start of
the season after a con-
troversial switeh from
the North Adelaide.

never,”
the Max Basheer. Leigh

we have to join for the
right reasons.

ainst’ the Port

FL.

Magpies.

I won't join black and whites' - Jarman

“Look at the Bwans and
Brisbane. They've got
no money and they are
stuggling.

ﬁ!:whu have worked so WE are going now.”

rd. If Port Adelaide’s proposal

. I don't care "Evervone's been scream- goes ahead, Jarmans
ing we should join, but . only hope of playing in

2 natlonal competition
would be with the

Loyalty out the window

Like most South Austra-
lians I am staggered and
angered by the self-
indulgent, selfish
men who have
South Australia in their
quest to place the Port Adel-
aide Football Club in the
AFL competition.

Even if vou were to forgive this group
for the manner in which the whole
situation was formulated. which I
doubt whether anyone could, how
could anyone condone their actions in
piacing themselves above 113 years of
football history in this State,

It's all very well for them to boast
that Port Adelaide is South Australia's
most decorated football club,

But let's not forget it has been the
SANFL and the strength of its ¢om-
petition over the wyears that has
provided
the vehicle for the Magpies to obtain
that profile.

And for Port Adelaide’'s president
Bruce Weber to claim, quote; “Let's
face it football in South Australia s
Port Adelaide" only highlights once

%roup of
etrayed

“DILLON

more that Lhe directives &"I.l:i egos of
the Port board are totally misgulded.

They have obviously forgotten that
the majority of ¢lubs in our current
competition have plaved a major parnt
in the history of football in this State.

The féats of Sturt wiknmg five prem-
terships from 1966; the “Champion of
Australia” titles won by North Adel-
aide, Norwood and West Adelaide; the
fact Norwood will be playlng in their
19th finals series on the trot this vear;
plus the elassic rivalry that has de-
veloped between North and Glenelg in
the past decade only dabbles in the
contributions that other clubs have
made.

And you could mention some of the
great champions that our ¢lubs have
produced like Bob Hank, Lindsay
Head., Gary Window, John Platten,
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Jim Deane, Mark
and the list

Malcolm Blight,
Nailev, Barrie Robran

goes on.

No-one doubts the input and the
mark Port has made, but to say
foothall In South Australia 15 Port
Adelaide |5 a ludicrous comment,

The current Magpie board members
may be feeling flattered and content
with the progress they have made in
their bid to join the AFL. But they
have made one gross miscalgulation

That is, the loyalty and parochialism
of every other South Australian, to
expect these people to support such an
ill-concelved cause will be thelir
undoing.

The concept of South Australia hav-
ing a side in the AFL can only work
with the total support of the whole
State.

I have never in my lUle witnessed
such a deviocus wrong doing and it
appalls me to think a group of men
could sell out South Australia,

To say they wish to work in associa-
tion with the SANFL for the better-
ment of football in this State is a gross
gontradiction. If that had been the
case, earlier negotitions would have
been held with the league,

Port Adelaide have looked after one

thing — that is, themselves, In thelr
quest for preservation at the expense
of all others concerned.

It's been proven through the entre-

reneurial ventures of Dr Edelsten,
Powerplay, Christopher Skase and the
Ipdign Pacific compapy that private
ownership or teams outside the
umbrella of a State’s recognised league
are doomed for failure,

And how Port Adelalde can possibly
feel they will be any different without
the support of the SANFL and the
majority of the community defles logic.

If they are accepted by the AFL they
will not be competitive and the suppor
ters of Port Adelalde will have thelr
loyalty tested through watching a side
that loses consistently. If you thought
1883 was bad (when you fnished 51:-:1"1-
and attendances dropped accordingly.
you'll be in for a horrible shock next
Year.

That shock will ¢reate the financial
strain that will lead this venture to
inevitable fallure.

My analogy of the Port Adelaide
board members in their treatment to
South Australian foothall: It's like
running off with your best mates wife
and then asking him for 2 lend of his
car to go off to a motel!

Ethical” Not: in theislighitest.



